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First off just want to say thanks and what great work you all do for us. I personally help 
and got to see some for you people while doing the banding in Parakai last year was super 
cool to meet your cool people and the work that yous do. The banding program is very 
cool and would love to see that continue.  
  
I would love to see Mai mais on fish and game land have a  5 year ballot allocation. This 
would allow more people more chance to experience shooting in the waikato not just 
reserved for a selected few. Also allow the people to move to different spots around the 
area to try.  
  
I think our season in auckland waikato could be longer to... I feel after opening weekend 
it's few and fair between to have lots of people shooting.  If the season was 2 weeks 
longer it would be better. Even if duck limits were lower on the last 2 weeks.  
  
That's all.  
 Thanks for reading. 
 Have a great day.  
 Daley Jones 
 
 
I believe the season length should be extended to 6 weeks at least  
 
My reasoning is as follows. 
There is a common attitude developing of the lack of value of participation due to the 
short season, a lot of people only get out once or twice after opening weekend. 
  
I believe mallard numbers are healthy and that your harvest study data isn't an accurate 
representation of what we are seeing in the field. From a quick read there are many 
issues with harvest data that suggest it shouldn't be the sole factor in determining 
season length. 
  
One of the major issues with the short season is the lack of suitable weather in may. After 
opening weekend weather can be the biggest factor in the success of a hunt. 
  
I believe the majority of licence holders will support a longer season and not appreciate 
being dictated to in contradiction of what they are seeing in the field  
 Regards, 
 Jed Claude  
 
 
Hi there, 
  
Please see below my recommendations for changes in the Auckland/Waikato region. 
  



Duck movement depends on weather, not region. We already have the shortest season, 
yet the recent banding studies show that ducks move widely based on conditions. For 
example, many birds were taken in the Far North at the start of the season when flooding 
pushed them there. Ducks are very mobile, so limiting Auckland/Waikato hunters to such 
a short window doesn’t reflect how the birds actually move. For example the first 
weekend after the season finished there were thousands of ducks gathered because the 
water had finally come up in the swamp.  
  
The short season also puts l pressure on specific areas, with only a few weeks available, 
hunters crowd into specific spots regardless of whether conditions are right. This puts 
pressure on certain areas and the birds.  
  
Young hunters are less likely to spend $120 on a license if they only get a handful of 
opportunities to shoot, once work and other commitments are factored in. If we want to 
attract new people into the sport, we need to give them a fair opportunity. 
  
Increase the limit to 10 as there are more than enough ducks, if the conditions are right 
the ducks will come. People assume there are barely any ducks when they are shooting 
the same place every time and the weather isn’t right - this is caused by the short season 
as mentioned above.  
  
Effort put into maintaining habitats and wetlands are sometimes wasted. Hunters put 
significant time and money into maintaining swamp blocks, but if the weather doesn’t 
line up in a short four-week season, those efforts don’t get rewarded. A longer season 
would help ensure this isn’t wasted. 
 Thank you, 
Trent Robertson 
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Thank you for the opportunity to make the following submission to the 2025 review of 
the gamebird hunting regulations.  
That the hunting season for grallards be extended in length by 2 weeks, with a daily 
bag limit of 8 birds/day for opening weekend and 6 birds/day thereafter.  
I consider the bird numbers experienced last season, combined with the number of 
breeding birds we are currently observing, are more than sufficient to justify lengthening 
the hunting season, especially when combined with a reduced bag limit after opening. 
This will give enhanced hunting opportunities for licence holders and more time to 
include junior hunters and introduce mates to the sport. We should be encouraging the 



use of dogs for hunting, and an added bonus will be an extra 2 weeks work for the dogs, 
further justifying the expense of keeping them for the rest of the year.  

 

2025 F&G Auckland/Waikato Submission #1 

Thank you for the opportunity to make the following submission to the 2025 review of the 
gamebird hunting regulations. Our submission represents the unanimous agreement of 
the UPWMA committee and represents over 130 F&G license holding members. 

We wish to submit the following: 

That the Auckland/Waikato Fish and Game council properly debates and evaluates all 
submissions and does not rubber stamp the assessment of them done by management, 
and that no vote is taken until the advertised meeting to consider them. 

In 2022 we put in submissions at the 3 yearly hunting regulations review and indicated 
our willingness to speak to them at the relevant council meeting. At the start of the 
meeting our two representatives were informed by the chairman that management had 
done an assessment on all submissions, and that their recommendations would be 
adopted. In other words our representatives were wasting their time. We elect 
councillors to represent us as license holders and expect them to be given the chance to 
do so, by having open and minuted discussion after all opinions have been heard. We 
expect democracy, not bureaucracy. 

Mike O’Donnell 

Secretary 
Upper Piako Wetlands Management Association 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
POND FEEDING:  
Pond feeding should be allowed all year round.  
Reason : To bring us into line with the rest of the North Island.  
Why is it People can shoot on freshly cut maize paddocks, without fear of prosecution, 
yet I can be fined and prosecuted for shooting with maize present with in 100 meters of 
my pond.  
Hardly a level playing field under current regulations.  
 
SEASON LENGTH:  
I would like to see the season extended by 2 weeks, with 8 bird ( Mallard) limit per 
person, for opening weekend, and then the limit reduced to 6 birds (Mallard) per day for 
the duration of the season.  
Reasons:  

• It is becoming the norm now for a lot of ponds and swamps in particular to be dry 
for most of the season, only getting water towards the end of our current 
season’s dates  

• A lot of hunters have children who are committed to Saturday sport. This only 
gives them, limited opportunities to hunt, when we need to be encouraging 
younger people to remain active and engaged in our sport, or we risk losing 
them.  

 
PARADISE DUCK SEASON LENGTH:  
Extend to the end of June.  
Reason: Extended hunting opportunities and keeping farmers happy who sometimes 
have large flocks congregating on paddocks needed for stock feed though out the 
winter months.  
 
Regards  
Eric Best  
 



I live in Auckland and would like the duck season to be extended for another 4 weeks to 
the end of June 
The reason for this is towards the end of May it starts to rain and the weather is better 
for Duck hunting  
The last two years in the Whangamarino Swamp it has been Dry and we could only hunt 
it the last week of the season 
Also if we have a longer season I would have more time to take my kids out hunting so 
they can get into the sport 
Regards  
Gary Edwards 
 
 
Hi All 
 
I hope this note find you all well as we move into the longer days of spring. 
I would like to put a remit in for next season. With the modern day work patterns and 
family commitments it is not easy to get out over the season for duck hunting. Last 
season I got out 6 times and mostly week days after opening weekend. 
I would like to suggest an 8 week season with a daily bag limit of 7 to 8 ducks. 
 
Cheers Lance 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

   

  

  

   

 



 

 

 

 

A E Buttimore  
Please find my submission below for your consideration.  
POND FEEDING :  
I believe pond feeding should be allowed all year round.  
Reason: To bring us into line with the rest of the North Island  
 
SEASON LENGTH:  
Keep the status quo, same season length with 8 bird per day limit.  
 
PARADISE DUCK SEASON LENGTH:  
Extend to the end of June.  
Reason : Extended hunting opportunities and keeping farmers happy who sometimes 
have large flocks congregating on paddocks needed for stock feed though out the 
winter months.  
 
Regards  

 


