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AGENDA
NCFG COUNCIL MEETING

Name: NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

Date: Wednesday, 19 February 2025

Time: 6:30 pm  to  8:30 pm (NZDT)

Location: NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL, 595 JOHNS ROAD, 
HAREWOOD, CHRISTCHURCH

Board Members: ALAN STRONG (Chair), ANDY TANNOCK, DAVE BARRON, Dave Coll, 
NIALL COSTER, NIC MOODY, PHILLIP MUSSON

Attendees: DEBBIE AMBLER

Apologies: CHRIS BRANKIN

Guests/Notes: M Garrick (staff), New Zealand Salmon Anglers Association Members - C 
Eaton, P Ball, R MacKay, L Burke, P Hodgson and D Godfrey

1. Opening Meeting

1.1 Welcome by Chairman 6:30 pm (5 min)
ALAN STRONG

1.2 Karakia 6:35 pm (5 min)
Whakataka te hau ki te uru
Whakataka te hau ki te tonga
Kia mākinakina ki uta
Kia mātaratara ki tai
E hī ake ana te atakura
He tio, he huka, he hau hū
Tīhei mauri ora!
 

Translation:

 
Cease the winds from the west
Cease the winds from the south
Let the breeze blow over the land
Let the breeze blow over the ocean
Let the red-tipped dawn come with a sharpened air.
A touch of frost, a promise of a glorious day.

1.3 Apologies 6:40 pm (5 min)
ALAN STRONG

1.4 Interests Register 6:45 pm (5 min)
ALAN STRONG
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Supporting Documents:  
1.4.a Interests Register  

1.5 Council time 6:50 pm (20 min)
ALAN STRONG
For Discussion
Council discussion about future risks and issues

2. FOR DECISION

2.1 Bank Signatories 7:10 pm (5 min)
ALAN STRONG

Supporting Documents:  
2.1.a FOR DECISION  BANK AUTHORITIES.pdf  

2.2 Controlled Fishery Update 7:15 pm (10 min)
ALAN STRONG

Supporting Documents:  
2.2.a FOR DECISION - CONTROLLED FISHERY UPDATE.pdf  

2.3 Rangers Annual Fishing Competition. 7:25 pm (10 min)
ALAN STRONG

Supporting Documents:  
2.3.a FOR DECISION - RANGERS FISHING COMPETITION 2025.pdf  

2.4 Sponsorship of Secondary Schools Clay Target 
Competition

7:35 pm (5 
min)

ALAN STRONG

Supporting Documents:  
2.4.a FOR DECISION - SPONSORSHIP CLAY TARGET COMPETITION.pdf  

2.5 Confirm Minutes from Previous Meetings 7:40 pm (10 min)
ALAN STRONG
For Decision
Supporting Documents:  
2.5.a Minutes : NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL MEETING - 27 Nov 2024 
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3. GENERAL BUSINESS

3.1 General Business 7:50 pm (15 min)
ALAN STRONG
General business from Council.

4. STANDARD REPORTS

4.1 Standard Reports 8:05 pm (10 min)
ALAN STRONG

1. Chairmans' Report  (verbal)
2. Operational Update 
3. Finance Report
4. NZC Report (Verbal)
5. RMA Update
6. Compliance Report
7. Health and Safety Report
8. Updates from Sub-Committees of Council (verbal)

Supporting Documents:  
4.1.a OPERATIONAL PROGRESS REPORT - TO FEBRUARY 2025.pdf  
4.1.b FINANCE REPORT TO 31 JAN 2024.pdf  
4.1.c RMA REPORT.pdf  
4.1.d COMPLIANCE REPORT .pdf  
4.1.e HEALTH & SAFETY REPORT.pdf  

4.2 Action List 8:15 pm (10 min)
ALAN STRONG

Supporting Documents:  
4.2.a Action List  

5. PUBLIC SESSION

5.1 Public Session 8:25 pm (10 min)
ALAN STRONG

6. FOR INFORMATION PAPERS

6.1 For Information Papers
Supporting Documents:  
6.1.a FOR INFORMATION BLACK SWAN UPDATE.pdf  
6.1.b FOR INFORMATION - RANGERS COMPETITION APPLICATION.pdf  
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7. Close Meeting

7.1 Close the meeting
Next meeting: No date for the next meeting has been set.
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Interests Register
NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

As of: 19 Feb 2025

Person Organisation Active Interests Notice Date
ALAN STRONG N/A No Interest Recorded 13 Nov 2024

ANDY TANNOCK Gamebird Habitat Trust Chair 13 Nov 2024

CHRIS BRANKIN Ministry for the Environment Staff member 13 Nov 2024

DAVE BARRON Tallarook Dairies, Nectar 
Group

Director of Company which leases land for the purpose of dairy farming, 
Owner of Nectar Group. Not involved in Fish and Game service or 
support decisions. Nectar now offers it's services free of charge to Fish & 
Game for service.

9 Nov 2021

DAVE COLL N/A No interest recorded 13 Nov 2024

NIALL COSTER N/A No interest recorded 13 Nov 2024

NIC MOODY N/A No interest recorded 13 Nov 2024

PHILLIP MUSSON Fonterra Shareholder Fonterra and ECAN Selwyn River Liaison Committee 13 Nov 2024

Interests Register 1.4 a
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FOR DECISION 

To:   North Canterbury Fish and Game Council 

From:  Debbie Ambler 

Date:   February 2025    

Subject: KIWIBANK SIGNATORIES 
 

 
1. PURPOSE 

As Chairman of the Executive Employment Committee, Cr Barron be made an additional 

signatory to the North Canterbury Fish and Game Kiwibank accounts and at the same time, 

due to R Gabrielsson’s resignation, he be removed. 

 

2. RECOMMENDATION 

a. That Cr Barron become a signatory to the North Canterbury Fish and Game 
Kiwibank accounts. 

b. That R Gabrielsson be removed as a signatory to the North Canterbury Fish 
and Game Kiwibank accounts.  

 

3. POINTS FOR INFORMATION 

As part of Kiwibank’s process to onboard a new signatory to the North Canterbury Fish and 

Game’s banking system, they require a Council resolution (to be signed by two current 

signatories) to enable this process to begin. 

 

Bank Signatories 2.1 a
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FOR DECISION 

To:  North Canterbury Fish and Game Council 

From: Heather Sanders Garrick, Matthew Garrick 

Date:  12 February 2025 

Subject:  CONTROLLED FISHERY CONSULTATION 
 

 
Purpose 
 

1. This document aims to update the North Canterbury Fish and Game Council (NCFGC) on 
the experimental controlled fisheries on the North and South branch of the Hurunui River.  

 
For Decision 
 

2. Staff to carry out a public consultation process (dependant on Council decision) and 
prepare data for decision at the May Council meeting. 

 
Proposed Options 
 

3. Staff to go through a consultation process around; 
 

a. Modifying the controlled sections of either the North and/or South branch  
b. Discontinuing the controlled fishery trial or 

 
4. Staff to receive submissions on  

c. Angler opinions on continuing the controlled fishery as currently set up. 
 
Points of Information 
 

5. Between 1st  October 2024 and 31st  January 2025, 43 people booked the North branch and 
47 booked the South branch. 
 

6. Bookings were in high demand; 21% of all bookings on the North branch and 18% of all 
bookings on the South branch were made within an hour of the booking date coming 
available. 
 

7. The median number of days booked by a single angler was three days on both the North and 
South branch  

 
8. The angler with the majority of bookings on the North branch had 24% of all booked days on 

the North branch and 7% of all booked days on the South branch. The angler with the majority 
of bookings on the South branch had 12% of all booked days on the South branch. 

 

Controlled Fishery ... 2.2 a
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FOR DECISION 

To:   North Canterbury Fish and Game Council 

From:  Emily Craig 

Date:   February 2025 

Subject:  2025 RANGERS COMPETITION APPLICATION 
 

 
Purpose 
 

1. To approve Fishing Competitions for the North Canterbury Region as per Section 7A of the 
Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983. 

 
 
Recommendations 
 

2. That the 2025 Rangers Fishing Competition be held on the Thursday 17th April 2025 be 
approved by Council.   (Note – the application is in the “For Information section” of these 
Council minutes).  

 
Background 
 

3. A club/person/organisation must not hold a sports fishing competition unless such 
club/person/organisation has prior written approval from the Fish & Game Council that has 
jurisdiction over the waters concerned. 
 

4. The club/person/organisation above have filled out the relevant information as required in the 
Freshwater Fisheries regulations (attached as an application form). 

 
 

5. The Rangers Competition is a salmon fishing competition that has been run since 1975.  
 

6. This competition, along with the Lake Coleridge Fishing Competition in November, are the two 
major angler engagement events run by North Canterbury Fish & Game during the year.  

 
 

Points of Information 
 

7. The Rangers Competition is primarily a social event that allows North Canterbury Fish & Game 
Staff and Councillors the opportunity to connect with licence holders and celebrate the end of 
the sea-run salmon season together with a sausage sizzle and prizegiving.  

 
8. It provides an opportunity for Fish & Game to engage with the demographic of anglers that may 

not receive regular digital communications and have been attending the competition as tradition 
since its inception.  

 
 

Rangers Annual Fis... 2.3 a
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9. The competition also provides an avenue for salmon anglers to return their sea-run salmon 
season bag card at the end of the season (important for the angler demographic that may not 
use the online return form).  

 
10. The competition also includes Fish & Game awarding the ‘Jack Kerapa Memorial Trophy’ to an 

angler for “Rangers Fisherman of the Year”, adding to the engagement aspect of the 
competition.  

 
11. The allowing of competitions managed in a sustainable way, and in reference to the 

management of the species concerned, enables Council to meet Strategic Goals 2 (key 
stakeholders are more engaged) and 3 (participation in sports fishing and game bird hunting 
is increased).  

 
 
Strategic implications 
 

12. Organisation of the event will require staff time in producing communications/event promotion 
and liaising with sponsors to obtain spot prizes.  
 

13. Staff time will be required on the day for set-up, ranging activities, and running of the 
competition.  

 
14.  Ingredients for the free sausage sizzle will be taken from the Participation and Engagement 

budget.  
 

15. All spot prizes are donated to North Canterbury Fish & Game for the competition and therefore 
does not impact on budget.  

 

Rangers Annual Fis... 2.3 a
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MINUTES (in Review)
NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL 
MEETING

Name: NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

Date: Wednesday, 27 November 2024

Time: 3:42 pm  to  5:33 pm (NZDT)

Location: NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL, 595 JOHNS ROAD, 
HAREWOOD, CHRISTCHURCH

Board Members: ALAN STRONG, ANDY TANNOCK, CHRIS BRANKIN, Dave Coll, DAVE 
BARRON, NIC MOODY, PHILLIP MUSSON

Attendees: DEBBIE AMBLER, RASMUS GABRIELSSON

Apologies: NIALL COSTER

Guests/Notes: Cr Coster via Zoom.  M Garrick (staff), P Hodgson (Chair NZSAA), T Isitt

1. Opening Meeting

1.1 Welcome by Chairman

1.2 Karakia
Completed by Cr Brankin.

1.3 Apologies
No apologies were received.

1.4 Interests Register
C Brankin - remove 'interim chair'.

2. FOR DECISION

2.1 2024 Statement Of Service Performance
Cr Strong congratulated staff on the 'new look' Statement of Performance Report (SSP)'.  He 
proceeded to outline the notable achievements made by the North Canterbury Fish and Game 
Council as stated in the Chairmans Report in the SSP. 
Points to note were;

1. The high levels of compliance amongst licence holders,
2. Good species and habitat protection management,
3. Good communications with licence holders, and
4. A robust study design for data collection and analysis.

Near-Term Priorities were;

Confirm Minutes fro... 2.5 a
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1. Development of a trout plan,
2. Develop mutually advantageous relationships with key environment agencies,
3. Protection of Lake Heron origin sea-run salmon,
4. Maintain a high level of compliance with applicable fishing and hunting regulations,
5. improve the effectiveness of communications with licence holders.

Notable achievements were;
1. Improving governance performance,
2. The completion of a three-year restoration project in the upper Rakaia river working closely 

with landowners, farmers and other agencies to secure and protect our sensitive fishing 
areas,

3. Ensured North Canterbury Fish and Game was operating within its budget while performing 
its statutory functions, and

4. Implementing a trial 'booking system' in the backcountry on the north and south branches 
of the Hurunui River.

 
Cr Strong proceeded to explain the financial breakdown of the SSP.  
 

Bank Account Interest

That a fixed term option to gain better interest for two accounts that are not 
used significantly during the year (20% Minimum Cash Reserve and the Rakaia 
Reserve) be investigated.
Due Date: 15 Feb 2025
Owner: RASMUS GABRIELSSON

Auditor Meeting

Cr Strong to investigate the likelihood of having a half hour meeting with the 
auditor to allow governors to address any issues.
Due Date: 19 Feb 2025
Owner: ALAN STRONG

Statement of Service Performance

That the 2024 Statement of Service Performance be accepted and be 
presented to the Annual General meeting being held at 6.30 pm.
Decision Date: 27 Nov 2024
Mover: DAVE BARRON
Seconder: Dave Coll
Outcome: Approved

At this point Cr Barron left the meeting and would be listening via phone.

2.2 Confirm Minutes from Previous Meetings

NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL 25 Sept 2024, the minutes were 
confirmed as presented.

NEW COUNCIL INDUCTION MEETING 13 Nov 2024, the minutes were confirmed as 
presented.

Confirm Minutes fro... 2.5 a
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Confirm Minutes from the 24 September 24 Council Meeting

That the minutes of the 24 September 24 Council meeting be approved.
Cr's Tannock and Moody abstained.
 
Decision Date: 27 Nov 2024
Mover: Dave Coll
Seconder: CHRIS BRANKIN
Outcome: Approved

Confirm Minutes from the 13 November 24 Council Meeting

That the minutes of the 13 November 24 Council meeting be approved.
Decision Date: 27 Nov 2024
Mover: ANDY TANNOCK
Seconder: PHILLIP MUSSON
Outcome: Approved

2.3 Regional Feedback on New Zealand Council Consultation Papers
The requirement to have established baseline Policies that were consistent across all regions 
which could be altered to be region specific was discussed. 

Regional Feedback on NZC Consultation Papers

That NCFG Council consider and accept the staff recommendations, 
summarised below, and instruct staff to provide feedback to NZC accodingly;

1. DRAFT SPORTS FISH AND GAME MANAGEMENT PLAN (SFGMP) 
Drafting policy & Mana Whenua engagement during SFGMP 
preparation - NCFG Council thanks NZC for preparing the information 
and advise them it is a useful guide for the development of and public 
consultation on the review of regional SFGMP's, but not something that 
needs to be adopted by NZC and the wider organisation as national 
policy.

2. 2025/25 Meeting Schedule, Licence Fees & Levy System - NCFG 
Council ask NZC to move the proposed regional budget submission 
deadline to 24 March 25 to enable a regional councils' to complete their 
strategic planning and budget approval process.

Decision Date: 27 Nov 2024
Mover: CHRIS BRANKIN
Seconder: PHILLIP MUSSON
Outcome: Approved

2.4 Approval for a Fishing Competition - NZSAA
Approval for Fishing Competition NZSAA

That the NZSAA Waimakariri fishing competition be approved to be held on 
Saturday 29 March 2024.
Decision Date: 27 Nov 2024
Mover: PHILLIP MUSSON
Seconder: CHRIS BRANKIN
Outcome: Approved

Confirm Minutes fro... 2.5 a
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2.5 Council Update - Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza H5N1 (HPAI) 
M Garrick updated Council on the Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI).  The main points 
explained in detail were:

1. What is HPAI and how it is spread;
2. Global status and current geographic distribution of HPAI;
3. The NZ Agencies responsible for HPAI and the implications to Fish and Game;
4. Response plans by agencies as currently known, as well as how issues with 

communications and co-ordination around responses between Agencies.

T Isitt joined the meeting at 5.08 pm.

3. GENERAL BUSINESS

3.1 General Business
Health and Safety Committee

That Cr's Musson and Moody form the Health and Safety sub-committee.
Decision Date: 27 Nov 2024
Mover: ALAN STRONG
Seconder: CHRIS BRANKIN
Outcome: Approved

CEO Employment Committee

That Cr Coster be added on to the CEO Employment Committee.
Decision Date: 27 Nov 2024
Mover: ALAN STRONG
Seconder: Dave Coll
Outcome: Approved

The makeup of the Audit and Finance Committee will be deferred until the Strategic Governance 
meeting in February 2025. 

1. Angler Oral History - Cr Strong advised the NZSAA had been written to  stating that NCFG 
would not be contributing to the funding of this project.

Governance Sprint regarding letter from Minister T McClay and the 10 year Salmon 
Management Plan
Cr Strong to organise a governance sprint to discuss the letter received from 
Minister T McClay and the 10-year Salmon Management Plan.
Due Date: 15 Feb 2025
Owner: ALAN STRONG

4. STANDARD REPORTS

4.1 Standard Reports
All reports were taken as read.

Confirm Minutes fro... 2.5 a
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Health and Safety Report

That Cr Musson discuss the way the Health and Safety Report is reported to 
Council with R Gabrielsson.
Due Date: 14 Feb 2025
Owner: PHILLIP MUSSON

Board Packs to Council

That a summary page be put in front of large reports to Council outlining content 
to make reading easier.
Due Date: 14 Feb 2025
Owner: RASMUS GABRIELSSON

4.2 Action List
Due Date Action Title Owner(s)
22 May 2024 Building Relationships with Ngai Tahu

Status: On Hold
ALAN STRONG

22 May 2024 Councillor "Alone Time"
Status: Completed on 14 Feb 2025

ALAN STRONG

21 Aug 2024 Discussion with Central South Island Regarding Management of 
Lake Heron & Melish Stream
Status: In Progress

DAVE BARRON

18 Sept 2024 Operational Work Plan
Status: Completed on 1 Oct 2024

RASMUS 
GABRIELSSON

30 Sept 2024 Fishing Competitions
Status: Completed on 1 Oct 2024

RASMUS 
GABRIELSSON

31 Oct 2024 Feedback on NZC Consultation Package
Status: Completed on 19 Nov 2024

RASMUS 
GABRIELSSON

22 Nov 2024 Election of Officers
Status: Completed on 19 Nov 2024

RASMUS 
GABRIELSSON

27 Nov 2024 Consultation Papers from NZC
Status: Completed on 27 Nov 2024

RASMUS 
GABRIELSSON

27 Nov 2024 Presentation from World Fisheries Congress
Status: Completed on 27 Nov 2024

RASMUS 
GABRIELSSON

27 Nov 2024 Oral Histories - Sponsorship Request
Status: Completed on 20 Nov 2024

ALAN STRONG

12 Dec 2024 Governance Sprint Meeting
Status: Completed on 14 Feb 2025

ALAN STRONG

16 Feb 2025 Shooting Platform for the Disabled
Status: In Progress

RASMUS 
GABRIELSSON

19 Feb 2025 Rakaia Reserve
Status: In Progress

RASMUS 
GABRIELSSON

28 Feb 2025 Development of an Educational and Promotional Strategy for 
Gamebird Hunting
Status: In Progress

RASMUS 
GABRIELSSON

5. PUBLIC SESSION

5.1 Public Session

Confirm Minutes fro... 2.5 a
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6. Close Meeting

6.1 Close the meeting
Next meeting: ANNUAL GENERAL  MEETING - 27 Nov 2024, 6:35 pm

Signature:____________________ Date:_________________________

Confirm Minutes fro... 2.5 a
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OPERATIONAL PROGRESS REPORT 

To:  North Canterbury Fish and Game Council 

From: North Canterbury Fish and Game Staff 

Date: February 2025 

 

 
PURPOSE 
 

1. To provide an update to the North Canterbury Fish & Game Council (NCFG) on work 
completed by staff to February 2025. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

2. Below is an overview of achievements, risks, or issues that help or hinder progress on council 
priorities, followed by a summary of how we are tracking with the Operational work plan 
projects and activities.  

 
3. This Operational Progress Report provide a higher-level outline.  

 
 
PRIORITY STRATEGIC OUTCOMES 
 

1. Our Species Populations Are Enhanced 
 
Staff continue to engage in discussions with DOC, regional and district councils, universities, 
irrigators and Iwi on issues and projects concerning sports fish and game birds.  
 
Progress made on operational work plan activities is outlined below and includes trout fishery 
assessments, harvest surveys, Designated Waters and the Controlled Fishery booking 
system. Development of a “Trout Management Plan” and a review of our 10-year Sports Fish 
and Game Bird Management Plan for the 2025 – 2035 period will be key focus areas for the 
coming year.  
 
Staff have also provided support to multiple University post-graduate research students which 
once completed, should provide positive insights for species management in the future. More 
details about these projects and their preliminary findings will be included in the Annual 
Report. 

 
2. Key Stakeholders Are More Engaged 

 
New output formats using social media platforms for communications (e.g., Facebook) have 

improved our outreach which is assisting our ability to keep the public and licence holders 

informed.  

Standard Reports 4.1 a
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Collaborations with licence agents have been working well to further our engagement with 

anglers to help encourage participation, and further our reach to the general public through 

their channels, allowing NCFG to further showcase the fantastic opportunities our region 

holds.  

 

Staff have also been involved in some national aspects of angler and hunter outreach, 

including licence system updates.  

 
3. Participation In Sports Fishing and Game Bird Hunting Is Increased 

 
Salmon and rainbow trout have been ordered for releases during 2025 (April, July/August). 

 
Staff continue building new maimais to go into the Boggy Creek balloted area, with the goal 
of all seven being finished in time for game bird opening weekend in 2025.  
 
Collaborative work with other agencies continues regarding vehicle access laneways around 
Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere to ensure continued access for game bird hunters.  

 
4. The North Canterbury Fish and Game Council Has a Relationship With Iwi In Its Region 

Consistent With Its Obligations To Give Effect To The Principles Of The Treaty of 
Waitangi 

 
Our focus for this priority outcome remains centred on building local relationships and working 
with Iwi partners on clarifying cultural values, expectations, and identifying collaboration or 
co-management opportunities. Going forward, fostering these relationships is essential for 
achieving improved local environmental protection and/or restoration outcomes. For 
example, around wetlands buffering lower sections of local rivers and Hapua.   

 
 

OPERATIONAL WORK PLAN UPDATE  
 
The regional team continue to make good progress on discharging our statutory duties to the best 
of our ability. Our field and operational support has been improved with new staff member Caleb 
Ryder joining the team on November 2024.  
 
Staff continue to work together with supporting volunteers and short-term contractors to ensure field 
work and key statutory duties are carried out, with support from external specialist staff (e.g., RMA 
/ planning functions) or national office when needed.  

 
 
OUTPUT AREA 1: SPORT FISH AND GAME BIRD SPECIES MANAGEMENT 
 
Population Monitoring 
 
Trout management plan 
Preparations are underway towards the trout management plan. Staff have begun collating and 
analysing data from existing sources (fishing competitions, spawning surveys, electric fishing data 
and salvages) to work into the plan. Work on high-country lakes has begun including creel surveys 
and data collection from anglers, evaluation of recruitment areas (crossing over with trout-native 
interaction research – see below). Staff are currently planning drift dives for key high-country rivers, 
with a focus on our Designated Waters (see below).  
 

Standard Reports 4.1 a
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Designated Waters system 
Staff continue to attend National Designated Waters (DW) meetings, with the most recent meetings 
centred around ranging and survey plans for the coming season. In addition, we have revised and 
updated the information available on the Fish & Game website about the Designated Water system 
and CF Trial. We continue to work closely with neighbouring regions, the NZC team and our licence 
service provider ESL to improve the overall service and experience provided to licence holders.  
 
For more information on the Trial Controlled Fishery on the North & South Branches of the Hurunui 
River, see the Regulations section below. 
 
Game Bird Assessments 
Staff flew the annual black swan and paradise shelduck monitoring flight across key moulting sites 
in late January. A full report is forthcoming. 
 
A dabbling duck adaptive harvest strategy has been drafted and is being reviewed by the CSI team 
for comments. 
 
 
Harvest Assessment 
 
Game Bird Harvest Surveys 
The final surveys for the National Game bird harvest survey were carried out at the end of 
September with the conclusion of the September hunting seasons (pukeko & Area B paradise 
shelduck season in North Canterbury). A South Island harvest report has been completed for the 
2024 game bird season. These reports will be produced annually. 
 
Harvest surveys are ongoing to estimate harvest and participation in the summer mallard and 
paradise shelduck seasons. 
 
 
Regulations 
 
North & South Branch Hurunui River Controlled Fishery Trial 
Many issues with the ESL booking system have been resolved. When an angler secures that 
vacancy, they are able to book up to two more additional days. A booking may be made for one 
primary and up to three companion anglers, who must all have the appropriate Whole Season 
Fishing Licence AND North Canterbury Designated Waters Licence. 
 
Staff continue to work to ensure ESL implements any changes needed so that anglers who want to 
experience these great fisheries can do so with surety and have a great angling experience. The 
system now appears to be working as expected. We have received a variety of feedback from 
anglers that have successfully booked and fished on both the North & South Branches. Staff 
continue to regularly monitor the booking system for both branches and follow up with anglers where 
necessary.  
 
Visit the webpage here for more information: Upper Hurunui River Controlled Fishery 
 
 
Creel Survey 
 
Lake Creel Survey 
Staff have been undertaking a creel survey on six of our high-country lakes which was started on 
1st December  2024 and runs through to 31st March 2025. The following lakes are included: Selfe, 

Standard Reports 4.1 a
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Coleridge, Georgina, Lyndon, Pearson and Grasmere. So far staff have made 14 trips and 
completed 154 surveys over the six lakes to date. 
 
 
Species Management and Control 
 
Game bird Control  
Staff have responded to queries, evaluated, and processed applications for game bird control 
permits. Financial year-to-date, 23 control/disturbance permits have been issued (10 for pukeko, 2 
for black swans, 10 for paradise ducks, and 1 for mallards). An additional 3 permits have been 
issued for cultural harvest of Paradise shelduck and Black swan (birds and/or eggs).  
 
Sports fish Control 
No new requests for sports fish permits have been made since the last Council meeting. Financial 
year-to-date, nine sports fishing permits/special licences have been issued (2 for electric fishing, 1 
for netting/trapping, 5 permits for coarse fishing & rudd control out of season, 1 special licence for 
Take a Kid Fishing day).  
 
Staff have continued discussions with the General Managers of Willowbank Wildlife Reserve 
regarding re-commissioning their trout display. Staff conducted a site visit and inspected 
improvements to the existing enclosure/tank. Once approval is obtained from the relevant agencies, 
staff will collaborate with Willowbank on supplying both fish and adequate signage/information that 
reflects the positive work of Fish & Game.  
 
 
Research 
Collaborations with other agencies continue as they provide an invaluable source of information 
from new and developing projects. Bein a part of the Fish Futures Working Group provides staff an 
opportunity to be included and contribute to conversations across agencies. By continuing to 
develop and maintaining these positive relationships into the future, Fish & Game can ensure we 
are involved in all aspects of sports fish and game bird management and interactions.  
 
University of Canterbury collaboration 
Staff have continued to provide support to a University of Canterbury PhD project in the Waimakariri 
and Rakaia catchments relating to trout/native fish interactions, which is due to wrap up in the 
coming months.  
 
Juvenile trout from small streams holding key native fish habitat are removed and relocated to 
downstream areas or connected lakes within the same catchment of a higher fishery value. The 
small focal areas where trout are removed from a part of this project are deemed to be areas of low 
fishery value, thus relocating a small number has the added benefit to both native species and high-
country trout anglers in the years to come. More information on the project is available from staff 
and will be available to anglers at the conclusion of the study.  
 
Staff met with a professor at the University of Canterbury who has submitted a grant application to 
understand the role of waterfowl and other birds as vectors in spreading disease across the 
landscape. Staff were listed as collaborators to the grant application as external advisors to data 
collection and connection to the national Fish and Game body. 
 
These types of collaborations with university students and professors are both helpful and 
rewarding, as they significantly improve our ability to take on and complete high-quality research 
projects of relevance to Fish & Game values and priorities.  
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OUTPUT AREA 2:  HABITAT PROTECTION, MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT 
 
Statutory Planning Process 
 
For a more detailed overview of the RMA advocacy and planning work done to represent the 
interests and aspirations of anglers and hunters in the statutory planning process see the separate 
RMA Report.  
 
 
OUTPUT AREA 3:  PARTICIPATION 
 
Increase Participation 
 
Take a Kid Fishing 
Discussions are underway with the Kids Charitable Fishing trust for their 2025 event to be held at 
the end of September.  
 
Lake Roto Kohatu Salmon releases 
Salmon and yearling rainbow trout have been ordered for release during 2025 to coincide with the 
school holidays (April, July/August).  
 
Social Media 
Staff have been reasonably observant with items posted to social media over the past two months, 
following the release of our regional social media guidelines. Operational field work is expected to 
be posted more in the coming months to illustrate what North Canterbury staff do with their time in 
the field. The new format of the weekly fishing report has received mixed reactions from community 
members. However, it has now gained traction, receiving consistent views each week. Plans for a 
regional hunting report for the game bird season are now underway; these will likely be published 
fortnightly.  
 
Boggy Creek Maimai Building 
Staff are in the final stages of building the two remaining maimais for the Boggy Creek wetland area. 
These will be installed and completed prior to the 2025 opening weekend for Game Bird hunting.  
 
Satisfaction Surveys  
 
National Game Bird Hunter Satisfaction Survey 
This survey was run by North Canterbury staff and carried out in conjunction with the national Game 
bird harvest surveys. Final reporting is underway.  
 
Designated Waters and Trial Controlled Fisheries 
Staff have been contacting both resident and non-resident Designated Waters/Controlled Fisheries 
anglers since the beginning of the season to collect information on access and satisfaction. This will 
continue throughout the season and will be followed up with public consultation late summer when 
the busiest fishing period has concluded. Towards the end of the season, staff will visit local angling 
clubs to relay information and findings from these surveys and consultations. 
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Access 
 
Stewardship Land Review 
Information from NZ Council has been circulated to regions regarding the modernisation of 
conservation land management by DOC. The Government has released two conservation 
discussion documents that include proposals to: 
 

• explore introducing access charging for some public consultation land 
• streamline concessions and planning processes and enable more flexibility around land 

exchange and disposals. 
 

NZC is currently working on a summary of the proposals, and DOC have planned public seminars 
on the review for early 2025. This provides a valuable opportunity for Fish & Game to advocate for 
access to hunting and fishing areas.  
 
More information about the proposals is available at www.doc.govt.nz/modernising-the-
conservation-system. 
 
Access Brochures 
Staff have drafted angler access brochures to help anglers find fishing locations that suit their needs.  
 
Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere Access 
A further 500m laneway fencing on Embankment Road has been completed to improve game bird 
hunting opportunities and access at Te Waihora/Lake Ellesmere. 
 
Newsletters 
 
Ezines 
Staff have continued publishing the new style of fishing reports. The new reports are a combination 
of video and text, with various local licence agents collaborating to provide video content, including 
fishing tips for anglers. One key takeaway has been the impact of using Facebook as a platform to 
reach a broader audience. Over 60% of those viewing our weekly fishing report on Facebook aren’t 
followers of our page, which shows how the platform is helping us connect with a wider community 
of anglers at all levels. At the end of February, these reports will be published each fortnight rather 
than weekly. This will allow more time for staff to complete other fieldwork operations as well as 
have more detailed and informative reports every two weeks. 
 
View the North Canterbury Facebook Page using this link:  
https://www.facebook.com/NorthCantyFishGame/  
 
Website 
Staff continue to update the North Canterbury website pages with new documents and updated 
information.  
 
Magazines 
Staff wrote a feature article for the upcoming issue of the game bird magazine on the national hunter 
satisfaction survey that was conducted last opening weekend. Additionally, regional supplements 
were completed covering season prospects, regulation changes, tips and tricks, and the new boggy 
creek maimai’s. 
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Client Relations 
 
Club Relations 
Staff continue to keep communications with local angling and hunting clubs. Staff visits to clubs and 
assistance at club events are in the planning stages.  
 
 
OUTPUT AREA  4: PUBLIC INTERFACE 
 
Liaison 
Staff continue to respond to queries from licence holders and members of the public 
 
 
OUTPUT AREA  5: COMPLIANCE 
 
Please refer the Compliance Report for more information. 
 
 
OUTPUT AREA 6: LICENCING 
 
Licence production/distribution 
Staff continue to oversee licence production in the office for the new season.  
 
Agent Servicing 
Staff continue to connect with licence agents, most recently visiting when the Controlled Fishery 
Trial booking system went live to show them how it works so they are placed to inform anglers where 
necessary.  
 
 
OUTPUT AREA 7: COUNCIL 
 
Staff have assisted the Council Chairman in preparation of workshops and Council meetings and 
have produced updated reports and papers for bi-monthly Council meetings and the recent planning 
workshop. 
 
 
OUTPUT AREA 8: PLANNING AND REPORTING 
 
Planning and Reporting 
 
 
Financial Position 
A “financial health check” was carried out by our accountant, Leech & Partners to ensure North 
Canterbury Fish and Game’s reporting procedures are correct and up to date.   
 
 
INPUT AREA 9: ADMINISTRATION 
 
Staff training 
Three staff have completed required first aid training. 
 
4x4 driver training will be carried out shortly and required staff are booked for an electric fishing 
course in the coming months.  
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RMA REPORT 

To:  North Canterbury Fish and Game Council 

From: Emily Craig   

Date: February 2025  
 

 
Purpose 
 

1. This report has been prepared for Council to summarise key RMA activities undertaken 
by  the North Canterbury Fish and Game (NCFG) team throughout the period November 
2024 to mid-February 2025. 

 
Background 
 

2. As the statutory management agency for sport fish and game birds we are required to  
consider the Legislation, the RMA, local plans, regional plans, and National Policy 
Statements applicable to our Region.  

 
Points of Information 
 

Resource Consents General  
3. All resource consent applications lodged with the regional council are presented weekly 

to affected parties to assess whether these are relevant to us. Where relevant we 
provide feedback to Regional Councils and where necessary propose these be publicly 
notified.  

 
4. Through the period November-February we have received and assessed 310 resource 

consent applications, of which 179 (57%) are relevant to the North Canterbury region, 
with the remainder shared between Nelson/Marlborough and Central South Island 
regions. 

 

5. Only applications that are relevant to the North Canterbury region are reported on 
below.  

 
6. Financial year-to-date, a total of 306 North Canterbury region resource consent 

applications have been assessed, of which the type (Figure 1) and local authority 
(Figure 2) are presented below:  
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Figure 1. Total cumulative resource consent applications per consent type within  

the North Canterbury Fish & Game region September 2024 –  
February 2025. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Figure 2. Total cumulative resource consent applications per local authority  

within the North Canterbury Fish & Game region September 2024 –  
February 2025. 

 
 

7. The most common theme/priority applications for the November-February period was 
Discharge permits (s15); a majority of these discharge permits were either to air or land. 
 

8. The most common district in the North Canterbury region is Selwyn District, followed 
closely by Christchurch City District, and Waimakariri District.  
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Submissions/Interested parties 
 

 
9. Staff continue to communicate with Landpro Ltd who are processing applications on 

behalf of Environment Canterbury (ECAN) regarding water take consent renewals on 
the Waiau Uwha River. A submission to one of these consent applications has been 
made and a meeting is due to take place with the applicants mid-February. 

 
10. A submission was made on Amuri Irrigation Company’s consent application to run two 

hydroelectric power schemes using water from existing consented takes on the Hurunui 
and Waiau Uwha rivers. 

 

11. A submission was made on another consent renewal for a diversion/take on the Waiau 
Uwha River.  

 

12. Staff attended a meeting held by Amuri Irrigation Company, alongside representatives 
from Department of Conservation, Environment Canterbury and NIWA, to discuss 
technical aspects of the proposed new fish screening facility on the Balmoral scheme of 
the Hurunui River. 

 

 
Fast Track Approvals 

 

13. A noted Fast Track listed project in the region is the Balmoral Water Storage Facility and 
Fish Screen (BWSF).  
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COMPLIANCE REPORT 

To:  North Canterbury Fish and Game Council 

From: Harry Graham-Samson 

Date:  19 February 2025 

 

 
Purpose 
 

1. To provide an update on compliance activities by staff and honorary rangers within the North 
Canterbury Region. 

 
Points of Information 
 
Ranging Activities from 1st October 2024 to present  
 

1. This season compliance goals were set at the catchment level based on the national angler 
survey. 

 
2. Licence checks and compliance visits have been conducted throughout the region, with 

some anglers being very surprised to see us. 
 

3. To date staff and honorary rangers have checked 690 anglers across 26 locations in our 
region. It’s important to note that none of these licence checks are from competition or 
event entries. 

 
4. The non-compliance rate is 4.5%. 

 
5. Compliance efforts have detected 44 offences across 30 offenders. 

 
6. To date of the 30 offenders, there have been: 

8 offers of diversion that have been accepted 

9 warning letters  

1 prosecution 

1 ongoing prosecution at the courts 

11 offences currently being processed 

 

7. Staff have started a WhatsApp group to increase communication efficiency with honorary 
rangers, as well as providing monthly newsletters covering ranging activities and outcomes. 

 
Next steps 
 

8. At the end of the fishing season, staff will evaluate how communications with the honorary 
rangers was perceived, the overall compliance for the season and how the catchment-
based ranging approach worked.  
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HEALTH & SAFETY REPORT 

To:  North Canterbury Fish and Game Council 

From: Emily Craig  

Date:  February 2025 

 

 
PURPOSE 
 

1. This report has been prepared for the Council to provide a summary for health and safety 
across North Canterbury Fish and Game. 

 
 
INTRODUCTION / BACKGROUND 
 

2. This report provides a summary of:  
 

a. The health and safety performance, inclusive of any contract work. 
 

b. Any Health and safety risks. 
 

c. Any significant health and safety incidents for the months reported and any recent updates 
on past incidents.  

 
d. Any near-miss events and subsequent follow-up actions.  

 
e. The progress against the Health and Safety Strategy Work Programme.  

 
f. The report also responds to any matters arising from the last Council Meeting. 

 
 
ANALYSIS 
 

3. The table below summarises the reporting statistics for this period. Further information 
regarding context and follow up process is captured in a register. 

 
Lost time 
injuries this 
period 

Lost time 
injuries this 
year 

Incidents 
this period  

Incidents 
this year 

Near Miss 
Events this 
period 

Near miss 
events this 
year 

New 
Hazards 
reported this 
period  

New 
Hazards 
reported 
this year 

0 0 1 1 0 1 1 2 

 
4. This dataset continues to build over time particularly as our work programme grows and 

health and safety reporting culture are ingrained into our work ethos.  
 
 
 
 

Standard Reports 4.1 e

43



Near Miss and Incident Events 
 

1. One incident was recorded in this period in January 2025 (relating to trailer use). An incident 
investigation form was completed and sent to Cr Strong, and the hazard was added to the 
hazard register.  
 

2. No near miss events have occurred in this period.  
 
 
New Hazards 

 
3. The incident relating to the trailer was added to the hazard register, and on review the 

hazard register already included controls to minimise this risk.  However additional controls 
were added, and all staff have been made aware to mitigate future risk. Staff continue to 
ensure these types of risks are routinely considered and evaluated, so when needed ways 
to appropriately mitigate them are clearly identified. 
 

 
Health and Safety Culture 
 

4. The overall Health and Safety culture continues to be positive and proactive, and staff 
continue to actively contribute to risk identification and system improvements. 
 

5. Another Fish & Game region contacted NCFG in relation to our health & safety paperwork 
(field trip forms, etc.) and have asked us to provide these to be adapted for their own use.   

 
 
Health & Safety Meetings 
 

6. Held bi-weekly, with a more comprehensive meeting being held once a month. 
 
 
Contractors  
 

7. One fieldwork support contractor was engaged over the summer period to assist with field 
support for electric fishing surveys and trout recruitment studies around high-country lakes in 
the upper Waimakariri and Rakaia catchments. 
 

8. One honorary ranger was contracted to carry out compliance activities in the high country 
approximately one day a week during the Summer period. We expect this work to be 
completed by the end of February. 
 
 

Staff Competencies and Training  
 

9. C Ryder sat his full First Aid course while M Garrick and D Ambler sat their refresher. 
 

10. Two staff members have been booked to attend the NIWA electric fishing operator’s course 
in April. This is currently the industry standard for electric fishing training.  

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO IMPROVE HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

11. A National Health & Safety committee has been established, and staff continue to work 
supporting NZ Council by providing regional H&S information and paperwork.  
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CONCLUSION / DISCUSSION 
 

12. Staff note that NCFG is tracking well toward our Health and Safety goals.  
 
13. With increased National investment to ensure systems and processes are adhered to, a 

good Health and Safety culture continues to be developed at a regional and national level.  
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Action List
NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL

As of: 14 Feb 2025

Building Relationships with Ngai Tahu On Hold
Cr Strong and T Anglem (Ngai Tahu) to discuss how to best progress a governance relationship 
between NCFG and Ngai Tahu.
 
NOTE DATED 25 SEPTEMBER 2024
Hold until a new Ngai Tahu representative is appointed.
Due Date: 22 May 2024
Owner: ALAN STRONG
Meeting: 22 Feb 2024 North Canterbury Fish & Game Council Meeting, 3.2 General Business

Discussion with Central South Island Regarding 
Management of Lake Heron & Melish Stream

In Progress

That Cr's Barron and Musson arrange discussions on a governance-to-governance level with 
Central South Island to further a management strategy for the upper Rakaia catchment.
Due Date: 21 Aug 2024
Owner: DAVE BARRON
Meeting: 24 Jul 2024 North Canterbury Fish and Game Council Meeting, 1.5 Council 

Discussion on Issues and Risks That May Require Council Attention

Latest Update:
Meeting with CSI on the 4\09\2024
DAVE BARRON | 3 Sept 2024

Health and Safety Report On Hold
That Cr Musson discuss the way the Health and Safety Report is reported to Council with R 
Gabrielsson.
Due Date: 14 Feb 2025
Owner: PHILLIP MUSSON
Meeting: 27 Nov 2024 NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL MEETING, 4.1 

Standard Reports

Shooting Platform for the Disabled In Progress
To bring back to Council information on the feasibility of a shooting platform for the disabled at Te 
Waihora or Muriwai Lakes.
A examination of potential benefits and challenges for a shooting platform for the disabled 
hunters within the North Canterbury region is underway, and will be presented to Council at their 
February 2024 workshop (revised date) in conjunction with the educational and promotional 
strategy for game bird hunting.
Note:  to be discussed at the February 2025 governance workshop.
Due Date: 16 Feb 2025
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Owner: RASMUS GABRIELSSON
Meeting: 25 Sept 2024 NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL, 4.2 Action List

Rakaia Reserve In Progress
Provide to Council the financial summary for the Rakaia Reserve including any spending from the 
HCWWP project.
Note: to be discussed at the February 25 governance workshop.
Due Date: 19 Feb 2025
Owner: RASMUS GABRIELSSON
Meeting: 24 Jul 2024 North Canterbury Fish and Game Council Meeting, 2.3 Rakaia Reserve

Auditor Meeting Not Started
Cr Strong to investigate the likelihood of having a half hour meeting with the auditor to allow 
governors to address any issues.
Due Date: 19 Feb 2025
Owner: ALAN STRONG
Meeting: 27 Nov 2024 NORTH CANTERBURY FISH AND GAME COUNCIL MEETING, 2.1 

2024 Statement Of Service Performance

Development of an Educational and Promotional Strategy 
for Gamebird Hunting

In Progress

A draft educational and promotional strategy is being formulated, in collaboration with key 
stakeholder groups and treaty partners. It is anticipated that a Draft Strategy will be presented to 
Council at their workshop in February 2025 (revised date). 
Note: to be discussed at the February 25 governance workshop.
Due Date: 28 Feb 2025
Owner: RASMUS GABRIELSSON
Meeting: 17 Feb 2021 COUNCIL MEETING - 17 FEBRUARY 2021, 1.4 ACTION SHEET
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FOR INFORMATION 

To:  North Canterbury Fish and Game Council 

From: Matthew Garrick 

Date:  19 February 2025 

Subject:  BLACK SWAN UPDATE 
 

 
Purpose 
 

1. To provide an update on swan populations in North Canterbury and where they fit with harvest 
frameworks. 

 
 
Points of Information 
 

2. The black swan monitoring flight was conducted in late January. 
 

3. A total of 9,450 black swan were counted across the four major swan sites. 
 

4. This number of black swan surpasses a threshold for a change in harvest strategy into the 
liberal framework. 
 

5. The liberal framework allows permits to shoot black swans over decoys to be issued 
outside of the main nesting season for chronic crop depredation complaints (see attached). 

 
Next steps 
 

6. Issue permits as needed to farmers to address crop depredation complaints outside of the 
main nesting season. 
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“MANAGEMENT 
TOOLS” 

Closed Season 
 

Restrictive 
Season 

 

Moderate 
Season 

Liberal Season 

Increase 
Population 

Increase 
Population 

Maintain 
Population 

Reduce 
Population 

Justification Black swan 
below objective 

based on 
available 

biological data, 
comments from 
hunters, public, 

and 
landowners, as 
well as field and 

staff 
observations.  

 
Crop 

depredation 
minimal, should 

be addressed 
through a 

wildlife damage 
control 

programme. 
 

Non-lethal tools 
primarily, 
however, 

unique 
situations may 
be addressed 

using kill 
permits. Egg 

harvest limited. 

Black swan 
below objective 

based on 
available 

biological data, 
comments from 
hunters, public, 
and landowners, 
as well as field 

and staff 
observations.  

 
Crop 

depredation 
expected to be 
minimal, should 

be addressed 
through a 

wildlife damage 
control 

programme. 
 

Non-lethal tools 
primarily, 
however, unique 
situations may 
be addressed 
using kill 
permits. 
Sustainable egg 
harvest is to be 
conducted at 
Ngāi Tahu's 
discretion. 

Black swan at 
objective based 

on available 
biological data, 
comments from 
hunters, public, 
and landowners, 
as well as field 

and staff 
observations.  

 
Manageable 

depredation on 
crops to be 
expected, 
should be 
addressed 
through a 

wildlife damage 
control 

programme. 
 

Non-lethal tools 
primarily, 
however, 
chronic 
depredation 
issues may be 
addressed with 
kill permits. 
Population 
growth is to be 
limited through 
egg harvest 
conducted by 
Ngāi Tahu. 
 

Black swan 
above objective 

based on 
available 

biological data, 
comments from 
hunters, public, 
and landowners, 
as well as field 

and staff 
observations.  

 
Frequent 

depredation on 
crops to be 
expected, 
should be 
addressed 
through a 

wildlife damage 
control 

programme. 
 

Chronic 
depredation 
issues may be 
addressed with 
kill permits. 
Population 
growth is to be 
limited through 
a combination 
of kill permits 
and egg harvest 
conducted by 
Ngāi Tahu. 

 

Summer Population 
Index (2-year 

average) 

<3000 3,000-4,500 4,500-7,500 7,500+ 

Regular Season Days — Full season Full season Full season 

Bag Limit — 1/day 2/day 2/day 
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North Canterbury Fish & Game 

595 Johns Road, Harewood, Christchurch. Telephone: (03) 366 9191 

Email: northcanterbury@fishandgame.org.nz   www.fishandgame.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 
APPLICATION TO HOLD A FISHING COMPETITION RELATING TO SPORTS 

FISH IN THE NORTH CANTERBURY FISH & GAME REGION 
 

 

Name of Club North Canterbury Fish & Game 

Address 595 Johns Road, Harewood, Christchurch 8011 

Email Address ncevent@fishandgame.org.nz 

Phone / Cell phone 

No 
(03) 366 9191 

Contact Person Emily Craig 

 
 
Pursuant to section 57b (Applications) of the Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983, every application 
for approval of a fishing competition shall specify the following particulars: 

 

 

Water(s) where proposed 

competition is to be held 

Waimakariri River – from the mouth to the Kairaki Yacht Club on the 

North side only. 

Dates of the competition Thursday 17th April (subject to change) 

Anticipated numbers of entrants 
~100 entrants (inclusive of spot prize draw entries). 2024 competition 

had one salmon entered. 

The Classes, and respective fees 

(if any) of entry 

Free event – anglers only need to register when weighing in a salmon, or 

when entering the spot prize draw.  

Categories of competition for 

which prizes will be offered 

No prize for heaviest salmon, but spot prizes for adults and juniors who 

register their fishing licence at the Fish & Game tent. 
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North Canterbury Fish & Game 

595 Johns Road, Harewood, Christchurch. Telephone: (03) 366 9191 

Email: northcanterbury@fishandgame.org.nz   www.fishandgame.co.nz 

 

Details of procedures to be 

followed to ensure all entrants 

hold a current fishing licence and 

are aware of the provisions of 

relevant District Anglers Notice 

Anglers must present their current fishing licence AND filled sea-run 

salmon bag limit card when entering a salmon at weigh-in. Rangers will 

be patrolling the area and checking licences also on the day.  

 

Spot prize draw only open to anglers who present their current fishing 

licence. 

Details of kind of catch or 

scientific data (if any) to be 

collected during the competition 

to provide to the Fish and Game 

Council 

 

Weight, length, fin-clip, time of catch, sex (if known at time of weigh-in) 

 

 

 

Details of proposed actions (if 

any) to be taken by the applicant 

to reduce the impact of the 

competition on fish stocks or 

habitat 

The competition in its current format is more of a celebration for the 

end of the sea-run salmon fishing season and is not expected to 

negatively impact the wild sea-run salmon spawning population. All 

salmon caught during this competition are within each angler’s season 

bag limit of 2 fish as per the sea-run salmon adaptive management 

plan.  

The rules of the competition. (To 

be supplied on a separate sheet 

if necessary). 

No pre-registration is required. Competition fishing may start at the 

designated time, and all entries must be weighed in by the designated 

weigh-in closing time. Any fish brought to the weigh-in station after 

weigh-in closing time will not be accepted.  

 

Anglers must carry their current season fishing licence and sea-run 

salmon bag limit card while fishing as per standard regulations.  

 

Anglers must show their current fishing licence AND filled salmon bag 

limit card when entering a salmon. Salmon brought to the tent for 

weigh-in, where the angler cannot present their fishing licence and/or 

season bag card will not be permitted to enter the competition and 

compliance action may be taken if necessary.  

The purpose for which any 

profits are proposed to be used 
No revenue is gathered from this event.  

 

 

 

Please return all paperwork to the following email address as soon as possible for consideration by the North 

Canterbury Fish and Game Council: northcanterbury@fishandgame.org.nz  
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