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1.0 Present and Apologies 

2.0 Matters to be raised not on the agenda 

3.0 Declarations of Interest 
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4.0 Confirmation of Previous Minutes 
 

Minutes of the Otago Fish and Game Council Meeting, 
Otago Fish and Game Council Office, cnr Hanover & Harrow Streets, Dunedin 

Thursday 29 November 2018, commencing at 12.30pm. 
 

1.0 Present: 

Monty Wright (Chair), Dan Rae, Adrian McIntyre, Ray Grubb, John Barlow, Rick Boyd, 

Vicky Whyte, Colin Weatherall, Murray Neilson, John Highton, Colin Weatherall, Mike 

Barker. 

 

In attendance:  Ian Hadland (CE), Richard Twining (Ngai Tahu) Niall Watson (OF&GC, 

part meeting), Nigel Paragreen (OF&GC, part meeting), and Greg Sligo (acting minutes 

secretary) 

 

Apologies were received from 

Ian Cole, (and Vicky Whyte for lateness) 

 

2.0 Matters to be raised not on the Agenda. 

No additional items (not on the Agenda) were raised for discussion. 

 

3.0 Declarations of Interest 

John Highton advised that he was a member of Kiwi Anglers, and a part owner of NZ 

Truffles. 

 

4.0 Confirmation of Previous Minutes 

Resolved (Rae/Barker) 

That the minutes of the meeting held on 25 October 2018 be confirmed as a true and 

correct record. 

 

5.0 Matters arising from Minutes 

There were no matters for discussion that arose from the minutes. 

 

6.0 Health and Safety Report 
Mr Hadland noted that there had been two minor vehicle incidents, but there were no 
injuries and neither vehicle was substantially damaged.  Staff have been advised to 
take extra care. 
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7.0 Items Requiring Decisions 
 

7.1 Project 1171 – Preliminary 2019 Game Bird Season Regulations 
Members considered the draft game gazette regulations.  There was brief discussion 
on the change to hunting season dates, and the change permitting an adult to hunt 
with a junior hunter for the one-day paradise shelduck season in March.   

 
After further discussion the recommendations for the 2019 season as set out in the 
report were agreed. 
 
Resolved (McIntyre/Rae) 
That the Game season recommendations be approved subject to Paradise Shelduck 
trend counts being within the usual range. 

 
8.0 Public Excluded Items 
 

8.1 Bullock Creek Update on Compliance and Stormwater Disposal 
8.2 Lindis River Hearing Update – Verbal Update 
  
It was resolved (Barlow/Barker) 
That the public be excluded for item 8.1 and 8.2 
 
Resolved (Wright/Neilson) 
That the meeting move out of public excluded and return to open meeting 

 
9.0 Chief Executive’s Report 

9.1 Administration 
The financial report covering the period 1 September 2018- 31 October 2018 and 
indicated that both income and expenditure were ahead of budget, but that licence 
sales were below last year’s figures.   

  
Resolved (Weatherall/Boyd): 
That the Finance and Licence Sales Report for the period ending 31 October 2018 be 
received. 

  
There was also brief discussion on the Window Treatments tenancy. 

  
9.2 Species 
There was a discussion on Quartz Creek which culminated in a request to circulate the 
recent spawning survey data. 
 
9.3 Habitat 
Minimum and Residual Flow Setting - The Chairman spoke on the meeting at Kyeburn, 
which councillors considered to be quite productive.  An agreement has now been 
reached on an MOU with Kyeburn Catchment Ltd.  There was discussion on the lack of 
proactive involvement by the ORC - the organisation that councilors believed should 
be leading the dialogue process with landowners. 
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It was generally agreed that the Council should pursue the Lindis case to a 

conclusion, as a satisfactory outcome from the Environment Court would support 

the F&G case for better minimum flows in the Manuherikia, Cardrona and Arrow 

Rivers which are to follow.  

 

Cr Barker commented that there should be greater emphasis on explaining to licence 

holders the importance of the Lindis case and other RMA work, especially given the 

resources being applied to it. The Council agreed that any further discussion on the 

Lindis case be held over to the Public Excluded section.   

 
(During discussion on this item Vicky Whyte entered the meeting at 1.47pm.)   

  
Reserves Management (1221) There was discussion on the outstanding ORC invoice 
associated with consents for the Takitakitoa wetland enhancement project. 
 
It was then resolved (Rae/Grubb): 
That Council agree to pay the revised fee of $2000 to the Otago Regional Council to 
finalise the outstanding bill for consents.   

  
9.4 User Participation 
The CE advised that the magazine was proposed to be produced by another provider 
selected by NZC staff. There will be a reduction in the price for pages and a lower 
overall cost of production overall. 

 
9.5 Public Interface 
No discussion 
 
9.6 Compliance 
The CE reported that angling season compliance had been good so far and that the 
transition from reparation to a court assisted diversion had gone smoothly.  
 
9.7 Licencing 
There was a brief discussion about the online Back Country licencing options that were 
available to F&G staff but not agents. The CE said he would raise it at the next Licence 
Working Party Meeting. 

 
 9.8 Council 

It was also resolved (Rae/Whyte): 
That meeting dates for 2019 should be decided at the February meeting. 
 
It was agreed that a specialist speaker on governance should be sought for the next 
planning meeting or a meeting soon after to help with the smooth running of the 
Council.  Several names were provided, and the CE said he would follow those up. 
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10.0 Committee reports 
 

10.1 CFT 
Mr Boyd spoke on behalf of Cr Cole who was absent.  He explained that the trust was 
regrouping at present with a view to developing a short to medium term plan to get 
through the next 6 months without a field officer.  He also gave an update on the slow 
progress of the Kane Road access issue. 

 
10.2 NZC 

Cr Weatherall outlined discussions that took place at the recent NZC meeting.  He 

updated the Council on the audits of three other Region Fish & Game Councils and the 

progress of Otago’s paper on hunting ethics.  He also advised that the application for 

a further $180,000 from Otago had been declined, and suggested this could be met 

from reserves, subject to those not dropping below 30%. 

 
10.3 National Salmon Committee 

Cr Boyd outlined work of the Salmon Committee.  He noted that some regions had not 

responded to the survey circulated and in particular to the question about how overall 

harvest might be limited to a 30% threshold via regulations.  

 
The meeting then adjourned at 3.02pm and resumed at 3.52pm. 

 
11.0 Correspondence 

Correspondence (circulated with the agenda) was noted. 
 
12.0  Items to be received or noted 

 
12.1  Take a kid fishing and Beginner Adult Fishing Classes 
Members received the report on the events, and commended staff for their work.  
There was also discussion on the associated survey. 

  
12.2 Summer Creel Survey of Southern Lakes. 
The report provided results from planned surveys in the Southern Lakes; 
predominantly in Lake Wanaka, from 2014 to 2018.  This included compliance, fish 
data, catch rates, and licensing. 

  
12.3 RMA Consenting Workload 
Details of these were set out in the report, which was noted. 

 
13.0 General Business. 
John Highton mentioned the spawning survey in the Upper Clutha, and the Chief Executive 
indicated this could be discussed at the planning meeting in February. 
 

The meeting closed at 5.48pm. 
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5.0 Matters Arising from the Minutes 
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6.0 Health and Safety Report 
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7.0 Items Requiring Decisions 

7.1 Friends of Bullock Creek MOU with Otago Fish & Game Council 

                                                                        

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING IS MADE THIS            day of                                 2019 

 

PARTIES: 

1. OTAGO FISH AND GAME  ("Fish and Game") 

2. Friends of Bullock Creek (“FOBC”) 

 

BACKGROUND 
A. FOBC’s mission is to;  

1) protect, restore, improve and beautify the public amenity and the environment of Bullock Creek 

from head waters to its entry point into Lake Wanaka.  

2) raise and manage funds to support (1) above.  

3) engage, inform and educate members of the public and residents of Wanaka as to the 

significance of Bullock Creek as a spring fed waterway, and how to manage and protect it.   

 

B. Otago Fish and Game is a Public Entity established under the Conservation Act and it reports 
annually to parliament and the Minister of Conservation on its activities. Otago Fish and Game 
owns approximately 3.7 ha of land at 101 Stone Street, Wanaka. Approximately 3.0 ha of this is 
the Bullock Creek Hatchery Springs and is the source of Bullock Creek. 

 

C. The Parties wish to record their relationship arrangements in this document and its Schedule(s), 
to mutually support the efforts of the restoration of Bullock Creek Hatchery Springs. 

 

OPERATIVE PARTS 

D. The Parties agree that the arrangements set out in Schedule 1 of this document are the basis on 
which they wish to base their relationship. 
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SIGNED on behalf of Otago Fish and Game – by Ian 

Hadland, Chief Executive in the presence of: 

 

 

Witness Signature:____________________ 

Witness Name:_______________________ 

Witness Occupation:___________________ 

Witness Address:______________________ 

SIGNED on behalf of the Friends of Bullock Creek 

by Andrew Waterworth, Chairperson in the 

presence of: 

 

 

Witness Signature:____________________ 

Witness Name:_______________________ 

Witness Occupation:___________________ 

Witness Address:______________________ 
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Schedule 1 

 

1. Nature of relationship 
1.1. The relationship between the parties is a voluntary one. With the exception of 4 

below, FOBC acknowledge that they are not eligible for any form of payment or 
remuneration in any form whatsoever from Fish and Game for any labour supplied 
by FOBC. 

1.2. The Parties wish to conduct their relationship on the basis of good faith and respect 
for each other’s views.  

2.  Term 
2.1. The term of this MOU is 3 years, unless either Party wishes to withdraw before 

then. It may do so by giving 4 weeks written notice to the other Party. 

3. Communication 
3.1. The Parties agree to meet at least twice per annum to discuss issues of mutual 

interest. This may also be by telephone or by e-mail. The contact person(s) defined 
in Schedule 2 will be the primary point of contact. That person(s) should develop an 
effective working relationship with the other Party.  

3.2. If the contact person changes in either organisation, there should be a handover 
process so that the new person can quickly settle into the role. 

3.3.  In the interests of clear communication, any public statements in regards to this 
agreement or joint projects must be made only after agreement with the other 
Party. Any media coverage and/or media releases for joint projects will mention 
both parties. 

4. Funding 

F&G will fund FOBC $2,000 per annum for use on and around the Bullock Creek Hatchery 

Springs site. 

 

5. Project – Bullock Creek Hatchery Springs Restoration  

Work to commence immediately on clearing and maintenance of areas for re-planting. All 

planting to be completed as per the Bullock Creek Landscape Development Plan and the 

Bullock Creek Landscape Plan Native Plant Associations Report. 

 

Fish and Game to: 

1. Organise and undertake weed removal of larger tree species  
2. Fund weed control work and equipment 
3. Organise and have weeds chipped and suitably disposed of 
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4. Undertake a Health and Safety plan for the site and be responsible for the Health and 
Safety of any contractors on site 

5. Manage the contract and works completed at the site by A1 Property 
 

FOBC to: 

 

1. Develop a workplan with delegated F&G staff on a site visit.  
2. Continue to coordinate Department of Corrections community service work 
programme and supervision 
3. Coordinate and set dates with a delegated Fish & Game staff member for working bees 
at the site 
4. Provide volunteers for weed removal and planting 
5. Work on the site will not impinge on Fish and Game’s ability to remove buildings and  
clear the site for subdivision 
6. FOBC work will be centred around the Bullock Creek Hatchery Springs site itself and 
the nursery 
7. All works will not interfere or disturb trout spawning areas and juvenile rearing 
habitat. Work instream is to be completed in February / March   

 

The current appointees of each organisation are: 

 

1. Otago Fish and Game 
Ian Hadland (Chief Executive) 

ihadland@fishandgame.org.nz 

027 254 9700 

 

Paul van Klink 

021 056 9146 

pvanklink@fishandgame.org.nz 

 

Rick Boyd 

021 748 828 

rboydwanaka@gmail.com 

 

 

2. Friends of Bullock Creek 
Andrew Waterworth (Chairperson) 

027 323 823 

friendsofbullockcreek@gmail.com  

 

Roger Gardiner (Secretary) 

021 117 7220 

gardiner@outlook.co.nz 

 

mailto:ihadland@fishandgame.org.nz
mailto:pvanklink@fishandgame.org.nz
mailto:rboydwanaka@gmail.com
mailto:gardiner@outlook.co.nz
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7.2 Otago Fish & Game Council Meeting Dates 
 
 
 

 
 
 

7.3 Election of Deputy Chair 

  Chair to report – For discussion 

 

Date 9th & 10th February 2019 21st March 2019 16th May 2019 18th July 2019 26th September 2019 28th November (+AGM) 8th & 9th February 2020

Venue Dunedin Cromwell Dunedin Roxburgh Dunedin Cromwell Wanaka

Planning, Licence fees and 

Budgets

Strategic Planning session 

including SF&GMP 

milestone review

Approve draft Operational 

Workplan and budget

Final Licence fee 

recommendation 

Adopt final OWP and 

Budget

Approve draft set of 

accounts for audit

Adopt Annual Report Strategic Planning session 

including SF&GMP 

milestone review

Confirm meeting schedule 

for following year

Confirm meeting schedule 

for following year

Regulations Scoping report on Anglers 

Notice changes

Approve Anglers Notice Approve Draft Game 

Gazzette

Health and safety H&S self Audit report Bi monthy report Bi monthy report Bi monthy report Bi monthy report Bi monthy report H&S self Audit report

Other Executive meeting (CE 

review)

Schedule of legislative 

compliance

Rolling Policy Review H&S Policy Group Licence Policy Sensitive Expenditure 

Policy

? Compliance Guidelines ? H&S Policy

Staff/Project reporting Anglers notice report Final Anglers Notice Report Lowland Fishery Report Compliance Summary Report Game Season recommendations 

report

Contact FWSF Plan report Wetland projects report Mallard Monitoring report Upper Clutha Fishery Report Pukeko Monitoring Report

Salmon spawning surveys

Waterfowl Trend Count report

2019 Calendar of Meetings and Events
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8.0 Public Excluded Items 
 

8.1 Lindis Hearing Update 

 

8.2 Proposed Styx Basin Wetland Purchase 

 

8.3 Habitat Enhancement and Research Fund Application 
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9.0 Chief Executives Report 
 

9.1 ADMINISTRATION 
 

Finance 

 

The finance report for the period from 1 September 2018 to 31 December 2018 is attached.  

Expenditure to date is $935,066 (including levies $251,200, agent commission $50,784 and 

depreciation $29,452) compared with the Year to Date budget of $678,905. 

 

Total income to date is $1,493,247 compared with budget of $1,195,759.  This is to be 

expected as at this time of the year there are a lot of licence sales. 

 

Budget and expenditure figures are exclusive of GST.   

 

 

Audit 

BDO release their audit report giving the Council encouraging feedback on the financial 

systems in place. It also was positive about this Councils management of conflicts of interest. 

The report was circulated to Councillors by email. 
 

Licence Sales 2018/19 Season 

Fish licences sales revenue for the 2018/19 season recorded to 20th January 2019 total 

$1,692,930 compared with $1,737,817 for the same date for the 2017/18 Season.  This 

includes commission.  

The budget for 2018/19 is $1,746,748 exclusive of GST. 

 

See the table below for fish licence sales categories and numbers but in summary, fishing 

licence sales to 20th January in whole season licence equivalents (LEQs) 12529.92 LEQs 

compared with 13,415.49 for the same period last year. 
 

 

Funds Position at 31st December 2018 

ANZ 00 account $ 128,391.31 

ANZ 70 account $ 290,896.82 

 

Reparation Trust Account  

Account balance to 31 August 2018    $41,989 

Revenue for year to 31st December 2018   $  3,000 

Less grants to 31st December 2018    $  6,050 

Total        $38,939 

 

Backcountry Management  

Account balance to 31 August 2018    $105,295 
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Term investments as at 31st October 2018:  

ASB 0079  $342,978.39 @ 3.45% maturing July 2019 

SBS 44624  $505,278.44 @ 3.55% maturing April 2019 

 

The sum of $71,046.10 is held by Anderson Lloyd in trust for wetland management via DOC.   

 

Agents and Debts 

No liabilities or potential liabilities at the present time. 

 

Capital Expenditure 

 

Buildings 

The adjustment to the Window Treatments tenanted space nears completion.  The install of 

a new window has been delayed.  When that is complete, the renovations of the F&G 

entrance area at the Dunedin Office will begin.  

 

Equipment 

A contract has been signed to upgrade the broadband router at both Cromwell and Dunedin 

to better take advantage of highspeed fibre connection.  That is expected to improve data 

transfers between offices and the quality of video conferencing.  

 

Staffing 

As noted, the F&G Officer role has now been filled and the Council is up to its full complement 

of staff again with the exception of one who is on maternity leave. 

 

 

9.2 SPECIES 

 

Population Monitoring (1111) 

Annual flights to monitor Paradise shelduck are complete with no significant change in the 

population from previous years.  A full report on trends will be provided to the March 

meeting. 

 

Monitor Fisheries (1113) 

A report on the status of the upper Clutha Fishery is on hold pending updated catch 

information being gathered now from anglers – predominantly those using the Deans Bank 

reach.  A number of in-depth surveys of long-term Upper Clutha anglers has been completed 

and staff a looking for more regular users to survey, starting with the Upper Clutha Anglers 

Club members. 

 

A spawning survey data from Quartz Creek was circulated to Councillors as requested.  It will 

soon be added, along with other electronic data to a Global Information System (GIS) layer 

which is proposed for development this financial year. 
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Habitat surveys of the Manuherikia are underway with the first round of data collected with 

the river in a healthy flow of over 2 cumecs (measured at the Alexandra campground). 

Riverside surveys of recreational users are also being conducted to support any potential 

minimum flow discussions in future.  

 

Success & Satisfaction (1122) 

Creel Surveys of Lake Wanaka anglers is going as planned with staff reporting that there hasn’t 

been a lot of anglers out on the lake. Windy conditions limited a number of survey day 

opportunities late last year but overall it is running to schedule.  

 

Surveys of Roxburgh Dam Salmon will begin this month with visits at a frequency of two days 

per month minimum. 

 

Hatchery Operations (1141) 

The hatchery continues to operate smoothly.  The young of the year have now been shifted 

to tanks and the 1year old fish are growing rapidly under ideal conditions.  Our new staff 

member will be trained in the running of the hatchery to provide occasional relief for FGO 

Dixon. 

 

Releases (1161) 

Scheduled releases from Macraes Hatchery are complete for the season.  Some reserved 

takeable sized fish will be transported to Earnscleugh Pond ahead of a Take a Kid fishing event.  

 

The project to establish a monitoring tool for harvest rates and assess stocking schedules for 

our small reservoirs is proving difficult.  A sweep of other regions doing similar and asking 

similar questions confirms the difficulties in finding an efficient and effective method.  Staff 

aim to report on options by years end. 

 

Regulations (1171)  

The draft Game Gazette was forwarded to the NZC for the minister’s approval.  There was 

some late communication with DoC advisors to get the wording for the addition of adult 

hunters to the junior hunting day and this should now be confirmed.  

 

A report is being prepared for the Anglers Notice.  While it isn’t a triennial review year, the 

Council have asked staff to look into drone use and trolling in Roys Bay.  In addition, there has 

been a request to consider a closed season in Silverstream near Mosgiel. 
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9.3 HABITAT 

 

Resource Management (1211) 

 

Consents (1212) 

See separate report 12.2 

 

Contact Energy Consents 

Contact Energy continue to work with a NZ based salmon farming expert on a hatchery 

proposal and pricing. At the meeting we expect to have an update either from myself or 

Contact Energy’s representative directly. 

 

 

Minimum and Residual Flow Setting (1212) 

  

Kye Burn Residual Flows 

Agreement has now been reached on the MOU and the consent conditions.  It is now in the 

hands of the Kyeburn Catchment Limited lawyer for signoff. 

  

Lindis Minimum Flow Plan Change 

The Environment Court hearing of appeals over the Lindis Minimum Flow Plan Change have 

recently been concluded.  Planning evidence from Fish & Game, evidence on behalf CFT 

presented by Rick Boyd and evidence from a few local residents of the valley brought the F&G 

case submissions to an end.  Expert evidence was presented by hydrologists and ecologists 

during the first half of the hearing in November.  

 

Niall Watson to update in Public Excluded section 

 

Reserves Management (1221) 

 

Bendigo Wildlife Management Reserve - The Bendigo Wildlife Management Reserve was 

gazetted in 1994 with the management and control vested in the Otago Fish and Game 

Council.  This was later lifted to allow for an operating easement for the Clyde Dam on the 

proviso that its reserve status be reinstated at the earliest opportunity.  That was delayed for 

a number of years but has been pushed forward recently and following several exchanges 

between the parties on conditions, it has now been agreed.  That agreement will allow for the 

reserve to be re-gazetted. 

 

One of the conditions of the covenant is that a management plan is required to be developed 

by OF&GC within three years.  An old plan does exist, and this could simply be updated, 

reduced down and submitted to the Department of Conservation for approval.  
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The covenant was circulated and approved by the Executive Council and has now been signed.  

That decision now needs ratification by full Council.  A full copy will be emailed to Councillors 

ahead of the meeting. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council ratify the Executive Councils decision to sign the Bendigo Reserve Covenant.  

 

Bullock Creek Hatchery Springs Wetland – Maintenance of plantings at the Bullock Creek 

Wetland site continues.  The MOU between Friends of Bullock Creek and the Council which 

will help formalise an ongoing arrangement for the site’s restoration is ready for signoff. 

 

 

9.4 USER PARTICIPATION 

 

Access (1311) 

 

Walking Access Commission Review – Ministry of Primary Industries have been appointed to 

review the Walking Access Commission.  Three meetings have been held throughout the 

country to look at the breadth and effectiveness of the WAC and begin a review process.  We 

have been advised there will be further opportunities for F&G input. 

 

Dunstan lake shore fencing proposal - Contact has been made with both LINZ and the Central 

Otago Queenstown Trail Network Trust regarding the proposed lakeshore fencing at 

Lowburn.  We have pressed for a staff member to be present on any site meeting held to 

discuss the issue. 

 

Signage (1312) 

Updates to signage following regionwide changes to bag limits is now compete. 

 

Back Country Fisheries (1321) 

Compliance and surveying of backcountry users is continuing when weather and workloads 

allow.  The Pomahaka Backcountry Fishery has been visited twice this season with good 

compliance reported. 

 

A large online survey being coordinated by Otago University with Southland and Otago fish 

and game staff support is due to go out in late Autumn.  Displacement of anglers will be part 

of the surveys focus and should help clarify and quantify the issues around crowding and our 

current and proposed regulatory response to it.  

 

Staff are proposing to report back to Council at the end of this year on the Dingle River. FGO 

van Klink has spoken to a number of commercial operators (guides and heli pilots) and some 

pattern in use have emerged from that.  Staff may need further Council guidance on what is 

expected in terms of reporting. 
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For discussion 

 

Magazine Supplements and Newsletters (1331) 

Preparation of the game season pages for the new Fish & Game magazine is complete.  Otago 

now has four pages instead of two and will forgo its direct electronic newsletter to members.  

The magazine is proposed to be digitised meaning that it can be sent electronically to a wider 

group that just last years licence holders.  We will look to increase the number of pages for 

the spring fishing edition delivered in August. 

 

Reel Life/Both Barrels 

Monthly contributions to online newsletters are continuing. 

 

Fishing and Hunting Events (1352) 

Two successful boat fishing seminars were held at Glendhu Bay and Lake Hawea campground 

over the busy holiday period.  It was positively received.  Staff will discuss those events with 

a view to retuning the content and increasing the participation.  

 

Take-a-kid-fishing (1352) 

An email survey of TAKF parents seeking feedback and suggestions for ongoing angling 

support has been completed and the results will be reported to the March meeting.  

 

Commercial Use (1362) 

The Guides licence seems to have stalled again with the NZC Planning and Policy Manager and 

DoC advisers bogged down with a number of other priority items including the Indigenous 

Fish Bill, Pheasant Preserve status, the new infringement fines system and regional audits.  

 

 

9.5 PUBLIC INTERFACE 

 

Liaison (1411) 

The Upper Taieri Water Users Group are seeking feedback and ideas for collaborative 

projects. I have previously suggested to the group that work on wetlands in the area would 

be a priority for us, but more ideas could come to light at our strategic planning meeting.  

 

The CE has recently met with two local MP’s to discuss the Indigenous Fish Bill, tourism 

pressures and guides licencing, and Deemed Permit renewal processes.  

 

Media (1431)  

A media release on angler compliance generated a positive response over the holiday break.  

However, the reporting of a recent Court prosecution of an unlicenced angler generated a 

number of letters to the editor.  

 

For discussion 
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9.6 COMPLIANCE  

 

Ranger Support (1521) 

Over the next few months it is proposed to undertake a recruitment campaign to get one or 

two more honorary rangers, particularly in Wakatipu, Wanaka and Central Otago.  

 

Prosecutions (1531) 

Since the start of the season, seven angling offenders have completed diversion.  Three 

offenders who failed to take up the diversion offer have been prosecuted with fines averaging 

around $700 each. 

Four further offenders are presently considering diversion.  

 

The passage of the Conservation Act amendment to allow infringement fines to be issued by 

DoC and F&G staff means that this will be a further option available to Councils in future.  NZC 

needs to develop national policy on Infringement Fines in the first instance.  At this stage fines 

revenue will not be returned to F&G and it is unknown what the size of any fines will be. 

 

 

9.7 LICENCING 

 

Licencing System (1611) 

The Eyede licencing system is running smoothly.  Tenders for a renewed licence provider 

contract are proposed to be let in February. 

 

 

9.8 COUNCIL 

 

Council (1720) 

 

Schedule of meetings - A new schedule of meeting dates and rolling policy reviews is 

attached in 7.3 for consideration.  

 

Conflicts of Interest Register - An updated table to record ongoing Conflicts of Interest has 

been produced and I ask that all Councilors complete this at the meeting. Any other conflicts 

of interest which may arise from individual agenda items will still be required to be recorded 

in the meeting minutes. (1.13 Standing Orders) 

 

Governance training – I was unable to get a suitable person to attend the February meeting 

to conduct a governance training session and this has now been pushed to the 21st March 

2019 meeting. Depending on the size of the agenda, it may be necessary to start that 

meeting before lunch. 
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Wanaka site wind down (1721) 

The old hatchery managers house and the shed/workshop both should be gone by the end of 

February.  Both have been delayed by consenting issues.  It will be necessary to increase the 

budget for ground maintenance at the site and there may have to be some spending on site 

security.  

 

 

9.9 PLANNING AND REPORTING 

 

Annual Planning (1821) 

The Annual Operational Workplan and budget has been drafted and awaits priority items 

being added from the planning meeting.  The NZC has shifted its timeframes forward so that 

the NZC can consider all budgets and contestable funding bids at its April meeting.  

 

Annual Report (1831) 

The Office of the Auditor General has asked for a different reporting format at years end.  

Essentially, they are less interested in ‘output’ and more interested in ‘outcomes’.  Measuring 

the impact of our work is quite problematic and we look forward to their further advice on 

how this might be achieved.  

 

As a first step though, staff have circulated a very simple survey to gauge Otago angler and 

hunter perceptions about value for money in a licence and to test knowledge of what OF&GC 

do. 

Nigel Pacey will present those results to the meeting. 

 

 

Ian Hadland 

Chief Executive 

30 January 2019 
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10.0 Committee & Delegate Reports 
 

10.1 CFT 

10.2 NZC 

10.3 Salmon Committee 
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11.0 Correspondence 

11.1 NZC to Otago 

  11.1.1  Setting National Policy 

 



31 
 

 
Otago Fish & Game Council Meeting Saturday 9th February 2019 

 



32 
 

 
Otago Fish & Game Council Meeting Saturday 9th February 2019 

 



33 
 

 
Otago Fish & Game Council Meeting Saturday 9th February 2019 

   11.1.2   
 

UPLAND GAME PROPERTIES WITH SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 

Prepared by:  Robert Sowman, Policy & Planning Manager, NZ Fish and Game 
Council 
 

 
The New Zealand Fish and Game Council (NZ Council) at its meeting of 23 November 2018 

agreed to send a letter to owners of upland game properties with special conditions (game 

preserves) setting out what the situation is and consult with them for feedback before 

making a recommendation to the Minister of Conservation: 

Resolved (Andy Harris & Dan Isbister) 

Agree to send a letter to Upland Game Preserve owners setting out what 

the situation is and asking them for feedback before making a 

recommendation to the Minister: 

1. a. We have taken legal advice on the practice of upland game 

preserves. 

b. That advice was shared with DOC and they agree with the 

legal advice 

c. Our suggested remedy is to move pheasant and red-legged 

partridge to Schedule 3 of Wildlife Act for three years. 

d. Include Sir Geoffrey’s opinion in the letter 

e. Ask for feedback by 29 March 2019. 

 

2. Consult and ask for comment from Fish and Game Councils by 29 

March 2019. 

 
This letter was sent to game preserve operators on Monday 26 November 2018, along with 
the legal advice from Sir Geoffrey Palmer.  This material was also sent to Fish and Game 
Council Chairs and regional offices. 
 
In keeping with resolution 2 above, this memo seeks consultation and comment from Fish 
and Game Councils.  A set of questions below has been provided to assist you in this 
feedback.  Based on responses, the NZ Council will address the issue and your support or 
otherwise at its April 2019 meeting. 
 
Please provide this feedback to the NZ Council office by Friday 29 March 2019. 
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Variations of arrangements found with designated upland game properties 

 

Fully 
commercial 

Property purposely designed with feed 
and shelter belts, may include lodging 
and other hosting facilities.  Hunting fee 
required.  May provide a keeper, 
arranges for dog handlers and beaters. 
Offers booking/reservation for any or all 
of the following: driven game, guided 
hunting, and walked-up. 

 
 
No daily 
bag limit, 
harvest 
both sexes, 
& potential 
for 
extending 
season 
length 
beyond 
‘normal’ 
game 
season 

Public by 
arrangement 

 

Personal 
cost  

Hunting fee by syndicate holders 
(usually hunters are the same group of 
people).  Landowner arrangement with 
syndicate.  No non-invited hunting 
allowed. 

Private 

Hunting costs shared by 1 or more 
hunters (with non-paying invited 
friend(s) on particular days).  Landowner 
arrangement excludes non-invited 
hunting. 

 

In the 2018 Open Season for Game Gazette there were 21 registered upland game 

properties with special conditions.  On these properties, season duration varied from 5 May 

2018 to 3 May 2019 to two open periods from 5 May to 26 August 2018 and 6 April 2019 to 

3 May 2019.  In three regions the season was 5 May to 26 August 2018 (i.e. followed the 

public open season for pheasant). 

A no limit daily bag applied for all upland game properties with special conditions including 

the harvest of cock and hen birds. 

The important distinction is whether the opportunity to hunt is being 

provided to hunters for a fee 

Where a fee occurs in any variation described in the above table, these properties can no 

longer be allowed to operate under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife Act. 

If there are cases within the 21 gazetted properties where the opportunity to hunt does not 

involve a fee to the landowner and/or operator, then there could be a case made that these 

might legitimately continue to operate within the legal advice provided by Sir Geoffrey 

Palmer QC. 

What is not included as upland game properties with special conditions? 

Hunting pheasant or red-legged partridge outside of these 21 gazetted properties will not 

be affected by this proposed change.  Hunting remains permitted within the public open 

season (excluding gazetted properties) and for the 1 to 5 (depending on region) cock birds 

only daily bag limit.  Where 1 or more hunters hunt public open spaces or wild populations 

on private land. 
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Questions 

1. Does your Council support the operation of upland game properties with special 

conditions for the principle purpose of providing a guaranteed hunting opportunity 

for a fee? 

 

2. Is there support for non-commercial (i.e. where hunting is not being provided for a 

fee) upland game properties operated by families, private syndicates or friends to 

provide an immediate and guaranteed hunting opportunity? 

 

3. If F&G allows pheasant/quail/partridge hunting on upland game properties with 

special conditions for a fee, should it also allow hunting of mallards or other 

gamebirds on that property for a fee? 

 

4. If F&G allows pheasant/quail/partridge hunting on upland game properties with 

special conditions without a fee, should it also allow hunting of mallards or other 

gamebirds on that property without a fee? 

 

5. Would you support legislation being changed to allow the sale of hunting rights on 

upland game properties with special conditions but maintain the prohibition on the 

sale of hunting rights in all other hunting situations? 
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11.1.3 Fish And Game Bequests Policy 
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11.1.4    CODE OF PRACTICE FOR GAME BIRD HUNTING 
 
Prepared by:  Robert Sowman, Policy & Planning Manager, NZ Fish and Game 
Council 
 

 
 

The NZ Fish and Game Council has received a request to change the current game hunting 

code of conduct that is reproduced on pages 6 & 7 of the 2018 Game Bird Hunting Guide 

booklets.  Otago Fish and Game Council staff, with input from Southland, have revised this 

code with it adopted by the Otago Fish and Game Council at its October 2018 meeting.   

At its November 2018 meeting in Rotorua, the NZ Council: 

Resolved (Kevin Williams/Colin Weatherall) 

1. Agree that the proposed Otago changes to the game hunting code of conduct 
be discussed by the NZ Council and referred for consultation to Fish and Came 
Councils as proposed national policy. 

2. Agree that feedback on a new code of conduct be requested in time for the 
April 2019 NZ Council meeting to enable any adopted change to be reflected in 
the preparation of the 2020 Game Bird Hunting Guide booklets. 

 

... with a view to it being adopted nationally.  The NZ Council recognised the difficulty to 

complete this consultation for its implementation in time for the 2019 game regulation 

booklet – to be ready to print by 20 February, hence the resolution for it to included in the 

2020 booklets. 

The code of conduct for game bird hunting has been developed in the same format as the 

angling code, grouping the key ideas under four responsibilities.  It is presented with a 

summary (that would be reproduced as set out below in the game bird hunting regulation 

guide booklets) and an explanatory description to be incorporated in any brochure or web 

site reproduction of the code. 

 

Please discuss and provide feedback on the game hunting code of conduct with a view of 

it becoming national policy and included in the 2020 game bird hunting regulation guide 

booklets. 
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Proposed Code of Practice for Game Bird Hunting 
 

Background 

In 2017 an updated code of conduct for freshwater sports fishing was developed and 

presented to the NZ Council as part of the Otago Council’s response on the issue of angling 

ethics and catch and release.  Further discussions with staff identified the potential to 

similarly review the code of conduct for game bird hunting.  In particular the current code of 

conduct does not place adequate emphasis on the humane treatment of game birds and 

could be clearer in communicating key aspects of ethical behaviour for hunters. 

The following draft code of conduct for game bird hunting has been developed in the same 

format as the angling code of conduct, grouping the key ideas under four responsibilities.  

These four responsibilities align with the angling code of conduct to enable clear and 

consistent messaging across Fish and Game regarding the expected standard of behaviour for 

licence holders; both when hunting and fishing. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Game bird hunting is a treasured pastime for New Zealanders across the country.  With the 

enjoyment of a natural resource comes a responsibility to ensure its sustainability and to 

behave responsibly and ethically, in order to safeguard the future of hunting for all New 

Zealanders.  Fish and Game New Zealand (comprised of 12 regional Fish & Game Councils 

across New Zealand and one National Council) are the statutory managers of game bird 

hunting in New Zealand and represent the interests of hunters.  This Code of Practice outlines 

our responsibilities as game bird hunters to support the practice of ethical hunting.  

 

SUMMARY 

The Code of Practice for Game Bird Hunting outlines our four key responsibilities as hunters:  

• Hunt humanely 

• Protect game bird resources and our hunting traditions 

• Care for the environment 

• Respect the rights of others 

These four key responsibilities incorporate 13 specific principles: 

HUNT HUMANELY 

1. Shoot only within the effective range of our firearm and our capabilities, and only when 

a quick, clean kill is likely 

2. Retrieve all shot birds promptly and dispatch wounded game birds quickly and humanely 

3. Respect the resource and value our game birds and eat what we shoot. 
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PROTECT GAME BIRD RESOURCES AND OUR HUNTING TRADITIONS 

1. Understand and observe all hunting regulations and licensing requirements 

2. Support game bird management and habitat enhancement activities 

3. Take no more than our immediate needs 

4. Share our knowledge and foster ethical attitudes and behaviour in hunting companions 

and youth 

CARE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 

1. Remove all rubbish from the hunting area and dispose of offal and carcasses responsibly 

2. Use non-toxic shot where required 

3. Use established tracks and roads 

 

RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS 

1. Respect private property and always ask for access permission   

2. Be considerate of non-hunters  

3. Be aware of our safety and the safety of others when hunting 

4. Always following the 7 Firearms Safety Rules: 

1. Treat every firearm as loaded 
2. Always point firearms in a safe direction 
3. Load a firearm only when ready to fire 
4. Identify your target beyond all doubt 
5. Check your firing zone 
6. Store firearms and ammunition safely 
7. Avoid alcohol and drugs when handling firearms 

 
CODE OF PRACITICE FOR GAME BIRD HUNTING 
 
TREAT GAME BIRDS HUMANELY 
 

1. Shoot only within the effective range of our firearm and our capabilities, and only 
when a quick, clean kill is likely 
 

By understanding the effective range of our firearm, using the appropriate legal ammunition, 
patterning our shotguns and practicing to improve our skills, we ensure that a quick, clean kill 
is likely.  This gives regard to the welfare of the game birds and ensures a successful and 
enjoyable hunting experience.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor1
http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor2
http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor3
http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor4
http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor5
http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor6
http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor7
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We ensure a quick, clean kill is likely by: 

• Making sure our gun fits properly 

• Practicing our shooting skills before the season opens 

• Patterning our shotgun to determine effective load/choke combinations and 
effective range (normally a maximum of 30 – 40 m) 

• Waiting until the bird are close and within range, never shooting at birds out of 
range or ‘skyblasting’. 

 
2. Retrieve all shot birds promptly & dispatch wounded game birds quickly and 

humanely 
 

By retrieving all harvested birds promptly, you reduce predation by scavenging species such 
as harrier hawks, and also reduce the potential for meat to spoil and ensure that any wounded 
birds are dispatched quickly.  It also allows an accurate count of shot birds to be kept so that 
bag limits are not exceeded.   
 
Retrieve shot birds and dispatch wounded birds efficiently by: 

• Only shooting when confident the shot bird can be recovered 

• Retrieving birds immediately – do not wait until the end of the hunt to recover birds 

• Using a trained gun dog or having another means ready to retrieve birds when 
hunting around water 

• Dispatching wounded game birds quickly and humanely by rapid dislocation of the 
neck or using specially designed game bird dispatching tool 
 

3. Respect the resource and value our game birds 
 

Our treatment and handling of game birds is a direct reflection of the respect we have for 
game birds, our appreciation of the resource, and our commitment to protecting the hunting 
tradition for future generations.  
 
Respecting the resource means: 

• Use appropriate ammunition for the species and size being targeted  

• Storing game birds in a cool shady place away from direct sun and making 
appropriate preparations to store dressed carcasses/meat so that it does not spoil 

• Avoiding waste and never discarding any harvested game birds 
 
PROTECT GAME BIRDS RESOURCES AND OUR HUNTING TRADITIONS 
 

4. Understand and observe all hunting regulations and licencing requirements 
 

Fish and Game New Zealand set and enforce regulations to manage our game birds and the 
quality of the hunting experience.  Regulations safeguard the sustainability of the hunting 
population by placing limits on harvest, season length and methods.  
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Understanding and observing all hunting regulations means: 

• Obtaining the required licence and permits, carrying it at all times when hunting, and 
producing it if requested by a Fish and Game Ranger 

• Becoming familiar with Fish and Game’s regulation guide, including both the First 
Schedule for regulations generally common to all regions, and the Second Schedule 
for regional hunting regulations 

• Checking the bag limit and season length regulations of the targeted game bird 
before commencing hunting 

• Ensuring we can accurately identify and distinguish game birds and protected species 

• Reporting any illegal game bird hunting activity or inappropriate behaviour to the 
local Fish and Game office 

 
5. Support game bird management and habitat enhancement activities 

 
Sustainable and productive game bird populations rely on the maintenance, protection and 
enhancement of wetlands and other game bird habitats.   
 
Support efforts to manage our game birds and their habitat by: 

• Cooperating with the collection of harvest and hunting effort data 

• Reporting any banded game birds harvested  

• Participating in research, educational and enhancement projects 

• Participating in public processes concerning matters involving game birds and their 
habitats 

• Participating in Fish and Game elections and submitting on consultative and long-
term planning processes 

 
6. Take no more than our immediate needs 

 
We can limit pressure on game bird populations by limiting what we harvest; taking only the 
game birds we require for our own immediate needs.   
 
When hunting game birds taking no more than our immediate needs means:  

• Only killing game birds we intend to eat, and not taking more than we need 

• Treating bag limits as limits, not as targets 
 

7. Share our knowledge and foster ethical attitudes and behaviour in hunting 
companions and youth 
 

Introducing and mentoring new hunters and youth is important to safeguard the future of 
our hunting traditions.   
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We share our knowledge and foster ethical attitudes by: 

• Being generous sharing our knowledge, skills, and hunting opportunities with novice 
hunters 

• Being a good example of a safe and competent hunter, obeying all regulations and 
always behaving in an ethical manner, even when there is no one else there to 
observe our behaviour 

• Promoting ethical game bird hunting practices and choosing not to hunt with 
unethical companions 

 
CARE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
 

8. Remove all rubbish from the hunting area and dispose of offal and carcasses 

responsibly 

Rubbish and pollution can affect the health of the environment and wildlife and can degrade 
the outdoor experience of others.   
 
Removing rubbish and caring for the environment means: 

• Taking all rubbish and gear away from hunting sites including decoys, empty 
cartridges, wads and personal litter 

• Dispose of game bird offal and carcasses responsibly – offal and other waste must 
not be left at the hunting site or dumped in public areas. Bury or discard discretely 
out of sight. 

• Report pollution of waterways to the local council or Fish and Game office  

• Preventing the spread of aquatic pests when moving between waterways: CHECK, 
CLEAN, DRY all hunting equipment, including dogs 
 

9. Use non-toxic shot  
 

Lead is a toxic heavy metal which has been found to have detrimental effects on the health 
of game bird populations, other wildlife and the environment.  There is no known level of lead 
exposure that is considered safe for humans.  Using non-toxic shot means: 
 

• Complying with all regulations regarding the use of non-toxic shot  

• Using appropriate non-lead ammunition where required for hunting waterfowl 
 

10. Use established tracks and roads 
 

Off-road access can contribute to erosion, vegetation loss and disturb riverbeds.   
 
Using established tracks and roads means: 

• Using designated access points and roads, and avoid straying from established tracks 

• Sticking to marked tracks on riverbeds or parking and walking to the hunting site 

• Using established fords when crossing rivers where possible 

• Avoid obstructing access when parking vehicles 
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RESPECT THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS  
 

11. Respect private property and always ask for access permission 
Public access to our rivers and waterbodies is at the heart of our Kiwi way of life and hunting 
traditions.  However sometimes access over private land is required and this privilege is given 
at the discretion of the landowner.  As a hunting community we all have a responsibility to 
behave appropriately while on private land to ensure continued access into the future.   
 
Respecting private property means: 

• Asking the land owner for access 

• Leaving gates as they are found 

• Not disturbing stock, crops, machinery or other property 

• Ensuring our dogs are under control at all times and vaccinations and worming are 
up to date 
 

12. Be considerate of non-hunters 
We all hunt for a variety of reasons and may take particular enjoyment from different aspects 
of our hunting experience.  People unfamiliar with hunting may not understand why we hunt 
or may even disagree with hunting.  Be aware that for some people the presence of firearms, 
hunters wearing camouflage or dead animals may be intimidating or uncomfortable. Ensuring 
the ongoing acceptability of hunting will be determined by the views of hunters and non-
hunters alike.  It is important that we are respectful and considerate of the perspectives and 
feelings of non-hunters and remember that our behaviour will reflect on people’s opinion of 
all hunters.   
 
Being considerate of non-hunters means: 

• Being thoughtful about displaying, transporting and disposing of hunted birds and/or 
carcasses   

• Keeping firearms stored safely and out of sight when travelling 

• Communicating respectfully with people who have different views to our own 

• Respecting the rights of all outdoor users even if their activity is not ideal for our 
own hunt 

• Being respectful about what we post on social media 
 

13. Be aware of our safety and the safety of others when hunting 
Caring about safety means: 

• Checking the weather and being prepared for the conditions 

• Notifying someone about your intentions, particularly if hunting remotely or from a 
boat  

• Wearing appropriate high visibility clothing, particularly when upland game hunting 

• Always following the 7 Firearms Safety Rules: 
1) Treat every firearm as loaded   6)  Store firearms and ammunition safely 
2) Always point firearms in a safe direction 7)  Identify your target beyond all doubt 
3) Avoid alcohol and drugs when handling firearms 
4) Check your firing zone 
5) Load a firearm only when ready to fire 

 

http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor1
http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor6
http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor2
http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor4
http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor7
http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor5
http://www.police.govt.nz/advice/firearms-and-safety/arms-code/seven-firearms-safety-rules#anchor3
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11.2 Otago to NZC  

 

11.2.1 Response To Legal Pool Fund request for more information – 

Previously circulated. 
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11.3 General In Correspondence 

   11.3.1  R Yardley - Consideration of a No Fishing Zone 
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   11.3.2 Letter from Gordon Dixon – Previously circulated 
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   11.3.3 Matthew Sole  - Stevenson Arm Access 

 

MJ & JM Sole 
1936A  Omakau - Chatto Creek Road 

RD  3   

ALEXANDRA 9393 

 

Phone (03) 447 3336  

E-mail solem@xtra.co.nz 
 

24 January 2019 

 

Queenstown Lakes District Council 

Private Bag 50072 

Queenstown 9348 
 
Attention: The Mayor QLDC  

Dear Mr Boult 

Stevenson Arm Access via Maungawera Rd from Highway 6 – Access to Lake Wanaka over legal 
road denied  

On New Year’s eve day 31 12 2018 three families with young children and two boats due to rough lake 
conditions on Lake Hawea drove down Maungawera Rd from Highway 6 (Road signage denotes access to 
Stevenson Arm) to the end of the gravel road junction where it branches right to access Flax Paddock  Quartz 
Creek and left to access Mount Burke  and beyond to Dublin Bay. 

On arrival notices on all gates with access to Stevenson Arm advised permission for access was required 
from the landowner Mt Burke Station. 

Other members of the public were parked up in the process of trying to obtain access. Various other parties 
read the signs and turned around and departed. We as a group conferred and sent a couple to seek 
permission to access Stevenson Arm. 

After conferring with a farm hand our representatives were directed to the homestead. On meeting with Mr 
Burdon our representatives advised we were seeking permission to access Stevenson Arm for a picnic and 
some boating. We were told no we could not have access and Mr Burdon suggested we boat out of Dublin 
bay. We repeated that signage implied access would be granted if permission was sought. Again we were 
declined access. Another representative for a family (a mother and two pregnant daughters) requested 
walking access from the road to meet a boat with other members of their family on the Lake shore. They too 
were denied access. 

It was observed there were campers and boats at both Flax Paddock and out beyond the Mt Burke 
Homestead. 

Walking Access maps were consulted and it was noted legal roads provided access indirectly to either side 
of the Quartz Creek delta and the Lake Wanaka marginal strip. Refer attached map showing legal roads and 
marginal strip. 
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What was deemed inconsistent with denying public access over a legal road was the privatisation of the legal 
formation by pivot irrigation and developed paddocks. 

The signage off SH6 also directs and implies access to Stevenson Arm.    

There are several issues here that on the basis of our experience and observations of who attempted public 
access to the shores of Lake Wanaka via Stevenson Arm are: 

• Road signage NZTA & QLDC at SH6 intersection with Maungawera Rd directs and implies access 
to Stevenson Arm. 

• Farm Gate notices request permission is required to access the shores of Lake Wanaka and no 
reasons are given for not granting access on making a request when others clearly have access? 

• Legal unformed road access exists to the Lake Wanaka shoreline on either side of the Quartz Creek 
Delta off  Maungawera Rd. 

• Sections of this unformed legal road have been occupied for exclusive private gain with no legal 
alternative public access. 

• The unformed road should be signed and pegged for foot and bike access as an interim measure 
while more permanent vehicle access is formalised and constructed. 

 

On researching this I note a number of statutory parties and recreational groups are aware of this and have 
for some time attempted to resolve obstruction to legal rights of public access. 

 

A land-swap proposal from Mount Burke Station was agreed to at the meeting.  An unformed legal 
road which runs immediately in front of the farm homestead has been swapped for a new road 
running between Maungawera Road near the bottom of Mount Brown, in an easterly direction, to the 
marginal strip on the lake edge.  Either a new road or a Department of Conservation reserve will also 
be created from the end of Maungawera Road across what is known as the Flax Paddock to the 
marginal strip, which will allow further public lake access.  Queenstown Lakes District Council 
transport manager Denis Mander said the proposal will need the approval of Land Information New 
Zealand (Linz), however it already had the support of other stakeholders including Clutha Fisheries 
Trust, Upper Clutha Anglers Club, Upper Clutha Tracks Trust (UCTT) and Otago Fish and Game. 
WCB member and council deputy mayor Lyal Cocks said the issue had been debated for many 
years.  “This is a major step forward,” he said. “It’s very satisfying.” WCB chair and UCTT member 
Rachel Brown said the proposal was “fantastic”.  It offers potential for lakeside walking and biking 
tracks from Dublin Bay to Maungawera Valley and on to Quartz Creek and Stevenson’s Arm.  

 

I am requesting Queenstown Lakes District Council investigate and action  

• the misleading road signage and farm gate signage pending resolution of legal rights of public 
access. 

• private occupation of legal road for private gain and no legal formalised alternative?  

• secure unobstructed public access over legal roads to access Lake Wanaka shoreline marginal strip 
from the Quartz Creek Delta off both branches of Maungawera Rd. 

• correct lack of physical public identification; formation and signage for legal public use of the legal 
roads to Stevenson arm from Quartz Creek Delta to the Lake Wanaka shoreline.   
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This is with a view to supporting and obtaining with other interested parties secure and enduring public access 
over a legal road for vehicle and foot access to Lake Wanaka at Stevenson Arm for public recreational use 
and enjoyment. 

Yours sincerely, 

Matthew Sole 
 

Cc Walking Access Commission; Fish & Game 
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 11.4 General Out Correspondence 

   11.4.1 To Jerome Sheppard 
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   11.4.2 To Upper Taieri Water Users Group 
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12.0 Items to be Received or Noted 
 

 12.1 Summary of Sportfish and Gamebird Licence Sales for 2017/18 

 

This report summarises licence sales in all categories for the 2017/2018 season and compares 

these with previous seasons.  Data were derived directly from Eyede reporting facility.  

 

Total Licence Sales (LEQ) for Otago and Nationally 

Year 

Otago 

Fish 

LEQ’s 

Otago 

% 

increase 

Otago 

Game 

LEQ’s 

Otago 

% 

increase  

National 

Fish  

LEQ’s 

National 

% 

increase 

National 

Game 

LEQ’s 

National 

% 

increase 

2011/12 14535  4089  75013  34690  

2012/13 14902 2.5 4277 4.6 77592 3.4 33861 -2.4 

2013/14 14750 -1.0 4077 -4.7 78561 1.2 33568 -0.9 

2014/15 15073 2.2 4034 -1.1 80586 2.6 33557 0.0 

2015/16 15132 0.4 4076 1.1 78090 -3.1 33905 1.0 

2016/17 15447 2.5 4253 4.3 76364 -2.2 33965 0.2 

2017/18 15445 0.0 4136 -2.8 72214 -5.4 33840 -0.4 

 

Comparison of Licence Equivalents (LEQ) Sales. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sales%20report%20information%202005-2018.xlsx
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Fishing license sales (LEQ’s) held steady in Otago compared to a fall of over 5% nationally.  

The national trend for fishing license sales has been trending down since 2015.  National 

fishing licence sales have fallen over 10% since 2015.  This equates to a loss of approximately 

8000 angler equivalents across the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Game license sales (LEQ’s) fell by 2.8% in Otago last season compared to a small fall of less 

than 1% nationally.  In Otago Game licence sales have remained relatively steady since 2014.  

This mirrors the national trend over the past 5 seasons. 

Otago Year To Date Sales – 8 January 2019 
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Revenue Generated From Licence Sales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revenue generated by the sale of fishing and gamebird licences has increased by 

approximately 1%.  This was driven by a small increase in the purchase price of the licences.  

If the price of licences hadn’t increased, the revenue generated would have fallen due to the 

decrease in LEQ sales. 

 

Sales Trends In Major Categories For Otago 
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Sales in all major categories have been rather static over previous seasons, except for adult 

whole season fishing licences (blue bars).  This drop occurred when several other license 

categories were introduced in 2015. 

 

The non-resident category continues to grow steadily and was up 15% on last season to 1339 

licence holders.  

 

Adult game licence sales remain steady at 4161 whole season licence holders. 

 

Sales By Channel 

 

The Otago Region sold around 29,060 individual game bird and fishing licences last season.  

Of those, 62% are sold by retailers with the remainder being purchased by licence holders via 

the website.  The proportion of licences sold directly via the website (‘Public Online” or POL) 

increased 18% last year to 38% of all transactions.  

 

The charts below highlight the now complete transition away from book licencing.  The online 

system (both at agencies - AOL and public site - POL) has run almost glitch free since its 

inception.   
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Gratitude should be shown to our agents who have moved almost exclusively to online 

licencing over the last 8 years and been at the front end of the implementation of the new 

licence categories four years ago.  That includes the complex non-resident licence. 

 

Growth in public online sales of gamebird hunting licences has been slower than for fish.  

Public online sales of gamebird hunting licences sits at just 15% compared to public online 

fishing licence sales of 46%. 

 

There is anecdotal evidence that hunters still prefer to purchase a licence along with their 

duck hunting gear and ammunition via an agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The growth of public online transactions particularly with fishing is in part due to the number 

of day fishing licences being sold via the internet - probably via hand held devices.  There is 

some evidence that guides who don’t have an agency agreement are making full use of the 

public online site to obtain licences for their clients. 

 

 

Nigel Pacey 

Fish and Game Officer 

January 2019 
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  12.2 Consenting Workload 

 

Report to Council on Consenting Workload 22 November 2018 – 29 January 2019 

 
Upcoming consents potentially of interest to Council 
Earnscleugh Irrigation Company (EIC): the company is applying to renew deemed permits and 
consents in the Fraser river and Omeo Creek.  It appears that the Omeo Creek take may dry 
the creek unnaturally; or create a situation where the creek unnaturally dries earlier than it 
otherwise would and may impact on a rainbow trout spawning run.  A 1m3/s residual flow on 
the Fraser River was proposed for the Fraser River, along with habitat enhancement, and Fish 
and Game provided written approval for this aspect of this application.  Additional 
hydrological information was requested on Omeo Creek and this was collected by EIC in early 
2019.  The initial results indicate that Omeo Creek does not dry naturally, and staff are in 
discussions with the company about a residual flow for the creek. 
 
Lake Onslow: Pioneer is applying to vary their current consent in Lake Onslow, for the purpose 
of increasing the drawdown rate.  It has been agreed between the parties that the 
management of the lake with the variation should not differ noticeably from the management 
of the past 7 years.  Discussions have revolved around achieving this aim.  Since the last 
update, Pioneer has rejected Fish and Game's previous suggestion of an exceedance criteria, 
based consent condition, in favour of monitoring conditions only.  Staff have gone back to 
Pioneer with a further offer to achieve the aim. 
 
Long Gully: Staff have been informed by the Long Gully Irrigation Company (LGIC) that a fish 
screen cannot be installed on the take if there is no residual flow, as was previously agreed.  
Expert advice was sought to confirm this, via Mark Webb who is the CSI Fish and Game 
representative to a Environment Canterbury working group investigating fish screen design. 
Mark confirmed that a fish screen would not be possible without a residual flow.  As a result, 
staff are re-evaluating the LGIC proposal. 
 
QLDC global consent to clear waterways: There have been no updates of significance since it 
was last reported.  
 
Non-consenting updates 
Bullock Creek monitoring: A monitoring plan is being developed for Bullock Creek, with the 
aim of providing information for future prosecution action, if the Medowstone Development 
should discharge sediment or cause flooding further.  Staff are aware of two research projects 
involving water quality in Bullock Creek and are collaborating with these researchers to 
maximise the combined benefit of the work. 
 
ORC MOU: Some recent affected party decisions made by the Otago Regional Council (ORC) 
have not considered Fish and Game to be an affected party at times when staff believe the 
organisation should be.  For example, water takes where no trout are found at the site, but 
trout populations are present above and below the point of take.  This is an ongoing issue 
with the ORC. 
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The Sports Fish and Game Bird Management Plan 2015-2022 seeks that an MOU be 
developed between Fish and Game and the ORC. Staff have discussed this option with ORC 
staff as a means of resolving conflict in the affected party decision making process.  Work on 
this matter is ongoing. 
 
Policy issues relating to deemed permit processes, implementing the National Policy 
Statement on Freshwater Management and priority catchment plan changes: A combination 
of historical inaction, lobbying by commercial interests and recent changes in policy 
interpretation at the ORC has led to the ORC Councillors making decisions which significantly 
restrict the effectiveness of these three processes.  The ORC has been consulting with a wide 
range of interested parties to find suitable solutions.  Staff have been involved in this process 
and have also spoken publicly at ORC Council and Policy Committee Meetings regarding this 
subject. 
The situation remains precarious and, at the time of writing, a number of policy solutions 
which are potentially damaging at a regional level are still being contemplated.  Staff will 
continue to provide advice to the ORC where appropriate regarding these issues. 
 
Written approval provided for ORC consents during the period 

Applicant Activity Outcome 

Earnscleugh Irrigation 
Company 

To abstract and discharge 
water and disturb the bed of 
the . 

See above update. 

Thatcher Fleeson To clear sediment and weed 
from streams near Waikoikoi. 

Conditions imposed on the total scale, timing 
and intensity of the clearing. 

Port of Otago To discharge stormwater to 
the coastal marine area, near 
the mouth of the Leith River. 

Further information was requested regarding 
the quality of the discharge during storm 
events. The information demonstrated that 
the effects would be more than minor. 

Botting Bros. To clear sediment from 
unamed ephemeral water 
bodies flowing into the 
Clutha River. 

Conditions imposed on the total scale, timing 
and intensity of the clearing. 

Dalmont To clear sediment from 
unamed ephemeral water 
bodies that flow into the 
Waipahi River and the 
Kuriwao Stream. 

Conditions imposed on the total scale, timing 
and intensity of the clearing. 

Hunter To clear sediment from 
unamed ephemeral water 
bodies flowing into the 
Clutha River and the Tuapeka 
West area of South Otago. 

Conditions imposed on the total scale, timing 
and intensity of the clearing. 

Matuanui  To clear sediment from 
unamed ephemeral water 
bodies. 

Conditions imposed on the total scale, timing 
and intensity of the clearing. 
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Written approval provided for QLDC consents during the period 

Applicant Activity Outcome 

N.A. N.A. N.A. 

 

Written approval provided for CODC consents during the period 

Applicant Activity Outcome 

N.A. N.A. N.A. 

 

Written approval provided for DCC consents during the period 

Applicant Activity Outcome 

N.A. N.A. N.A. 

 

Written approval provided for WDC consents during the period 

Applicant Activity Outcome 

N.A. N.A. N.A. 
  

 

Recommendation:  That this report be received. 

 

 

Nigel Paragreen 
Environmental Officer 
29 January 2019 
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13.0 General Business 


