
Why are wetlands 
important?



Did you 
know …
• Wetlands provide 

an important 
habitat for 
endangered and 
native birds and fish

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss the meaning of habitat, endangered and native



Click here to play: https://youtu.be/NKwM7eV3IXg

How a wetland works
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Double click to play this video.  This media file goes for 5 minutes and 41 seconds

https://youtu.be/NKwM7eV3IXg


The 3 Ps

•Purify
•Provide
•Protect



Here’s a photo of a wetland.  Lets think of our 3P’s.
• How does this wetland purify?
• Who does this wetland provide for?
• What is this wetland protecting?
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Purify – examples - stock effluent from the paddocks; fertilizer run off; storm water from the roadway (oil, fuel), bird fecal matter before it goes into the Grey River
Provide – examples - ducks, other bird life, insects, sandflies, mosquitos, dragon flies, mayflies, eels, aquatic plants and water for the surrounding trees
Protect – is a catchment for the rain runoff from the road, paddocks which will stop the Grey River from receiving high volumes of water; will also stop the paddocks from flooding 



Activity time

Activity 2:  How Wetlands Work

6



It is agreed that wetlands are important to our environment, and the 
West Coast Regional Council is in charge of making sure that our 
environment is managed correctly.  To do this they have a “Regional 
Plan”; and in that plan it includes how they will take care of the 
wetlands on the West Coast.

On the next few slides, find your area and count up the number of red 
and blue dots you can see.
The RED dots mean the wetland is ecologically significant and
The BLUE dots mean the wetland is likely to be ecologically significant.

The maps are from the West Coast Regional Council Regional Plan 2014
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The document is available on:   http://www.wcrc.govt.nz/our-services/resource-management-planning/Pages/Land-and-Water-Plan.aspx  part way down the page  Operative Land and Water Plan May 2014 (PDF, 50.1MB) if you find that the maps on the following slides are difficult to read.
NB – the wetland areas as at 2017 are under review.

Ecologically significant means:  that several plants, circumstances, factors are important to maintain ecological balance.
Ecological balance means: relating to or concerned with the relation of living organisms to one another and to their physical surroundings.
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North of Westport
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Westport and Reefton
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Westport including Barrytown
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Greymouth
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Hokitika
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Harihari, Franz and Fox
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