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Silver Maple Acer saccharinum 

Height:  20 x 4m (up to 35m) 
Descrip on:  Large maple 
 Leaves silvery underneath 
 Deciduous 
 Fast growing 
Soil Types: FerƟle 
 Well drained 
Fruit: Twisted, winged seeds 
Timing of fruit: February ‐ March 
 10 ‐ 15 years to fruit 
Benefits to Wildlife: Food for ducks and pheasants 

Auckland/Waikato Fish & Game 
156 Brymer Road, RD9 

Hamilton 
Telephone (07) 849 1666 

aucklandwaikato@fishandgame.org.nz 

AUCKLAND/WAIKATO 

Planting Trees for Wildlife 

 

LARGE COVER TREES 
 
Introduction 
The value of planƟng trees to enhance wildlife habitat has 
long been recognized by the Auckland/Waikato Fish & Game 
Council. This pamphlet describes some of the preferred trees 
which have proved to be excellent in the past. 

Site preparation and care of plants 
There are many easy things you can do to give your trees a 
head start: 

1. Put good topsoil around roots 
2. Exclude stock with adequate fencing 
3. Water well especially iniƟally 
4. FerƟlizer desirable (also mulch/roƩed hay) 
5. Staking referable if exposed 
6. Control weeds in early years 
7. Pest control by traps or poison (esp. possum & rabbits) 
For a small investment of Ɵme and money the rewards can be 
tremendous. 

Cornelian Cherry Cornus mas 

Height:  6 x 5m 
Descrip on:  Hardy shrub 
 Good fruit producer 
Soil Types: FerƟle 
 Moist 
Fruit: Red berries up to 20cm 
Timing of fruit: February ‐ May 
 10 years to fruit 
Benefits to Wildlife: Food for ducks, pheasants and other 

birds 

American Sweetgum  
Liquidambar styraciflua 

Height:  20 x 3m 
Descrip on:  Fruit hangs on tree in winter 
 Deciduous 
Soil Types: Moist 
 FerƟle 
Fruit: 20mm 
Timing of fruit: March ‐ August 
 10 ‐ 15 years to fruit 
Benefits to Wildlife: Cover for ducks, some food value for 

birds 



Flowering Dogwood Cornus florida 

Height:  7 x 6m 
Descrip on:  Prolific fruiƟng 
 Deciduous 
 Spectacular Autumn colours 
Soil Types: Moist 
 FerƟle 
Fruit: Up to 10mm red fruit 
Timing of fruit: March ‐ May 
 5 – 10 years to fruit 
Benefits to Wildlife: Food for ducks, pheasants and many other 

birds 
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Sugar Maple Acer saccharum 

Height:  15 x 6m (up to 30m) 
Descrip on:  Large tall 
 Blooms in spring 
 Deciduous 
Soil Types: Good well drained but moist 
Fruit: Winged seeds at medium angle 
Timing of fruit: March ‐ June 
 10‐15 years to fruit 
Benefits to Wildlife: Food for ducks and pheasants 

Linden Tilia x europea 
Also known as Common Lime 
 
Height:  30 x 4m 
Descrip on:  Heavy seed producer 
 Useful for nectar 
 deciduous 
Soil Types: FerƟle well drained 
Fruit: 8mm broadly ovoid 
Timing of fruit: March ‐ May 
 5‐10 years to fruit 
Benefits to Wildlife: Food for ducks and pheasant 
 

TIMING OF FRUIT J F M A M J J A S O N D 

Flowering Dogwood Cornus florida                         
Linden Tilia x europea                         
Silver Maple Acer saccharinum                         
Cornelian Cherry Cornum mas                         
Liquid Amber Liquidamber styraciflua                         
Sugar Maple acer saccharum                         

Other recommended species: 
 
Oriental Plane Platanus orientalis 
Scaling bark and round seeds 
Large tree. 
London Plane Platanus x acerifolia 
Good coppice 
Trees drought tolerant 
Large tree 
Scaling bark 
Round seed balls 
Box Elder Acer negundo 
Narrow winged seed 
Large tree 


