


CLUB CONTACTS 
 

Executive     

President: Don Clementson  027 221 9777 clementsondon@gmail.com 
Past President Kevin Earl  027 437 6019 earlglenduan@xtra.co.nz   
Vice President vacant    

Secretary Paul Taylor  547 6432 secretary@nelsontroutfishingclub.com 

Treasurer Chris Clenshaw  544 5276 chris.clenshaw@gmail.com  
     
Committee     
 Don Clementson  027 221 9777 clementsondon@gmail.com 
 Quinton Gately  027 963 4930 bronwynquinton@xtra.co.nz  
 Sophie Reed  022 357 6010 Sophie.anna.reed@gmail.com 
 Chris Clenshaw  544 5276 chris.clenshaw@gmail.com  
 James Macdonald  540 3520 c2skye@gmail.com  
 Neil Anderson  539 4941 n.k.anderson@xtra.co.nz  
 Dave Allan  027 229 0087 davea@glg.nz 
 Tony Entwistle  027 473 2483 enty10@gmail.com 
 Kevin Earl  027 437 6019 earlglenduan@xtra.co.nz   
 Mark Jowsey  021 62 7962 Markjowsey01@gmail.com 
 Shona Kelly  027391 6468 Shonakelly012@gmail.com 
 Ken Papps  021 339 360 Ken@81bronte.nz 
     
Web Master  Ami Vora  021 719 418 Ami.vorabe@gmail.com 
Club Librarian Cameron Reid  021-822-749 camreid1967@gmail.com 
Trophy Master vacant    
Club Sponsorship Don Clementson  027 437 6019 clementsondon@gmail.com 
Club Speakers Committee Members    
Club Night Tea/Coffee Committee Members    
Newsletter Editor James Macdonald  540 3520 c2Skye@gmail.com 
     
Life Members 1982 Chappie Chapman  2007 Jean Willis 2018 Richard Boyden 
 2021 Tony Entwistle  2025 Don Clementson 2025 Cameron Reid 
     

Past Presidents    
76-81  Chappie Chapman 03-06 Richard Boyden 06-08 Lester Higgins 08-09 Ross Walker 
09-11 Dennis Ealam 11-13 Ray Day 13-15 Tony Entwistle 15-17 Maree Peter 
17-19 Michael Stevenson 20-22 Barry Howell 22-23 Don Clementson 24-25 Kevin Earl 

  
 

The Nelson Trout Fishing Club 
 

Meets once a month at:  Fish and Game Offices, 66 Champion Road, Richmond 

Normally the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:00pm 

Please phone (Don’s phone #) if unsure 

 

Any views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the committee, club or editor 

Webpage:  www.nelsontroutfishingclub.com 

 

Follow us on Facebook 

 

 

 
Cover: New committee member Sophie Reed with a Motueka River brownie  
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President’s Flyline 

Nelson Trout Fishing 

Club 

 
August 2025 

 
 

Welcome to the August newsletter. Not too many sleeps left to opening day but if you’re a real fisherman you 

would’ve been out all winter apart from June and July. 

 

One would assume that after the recent floods our rivers would be devoid of trout but this seems to be far from the 

truth. I have been out on the Motueka river recently a few times and have been surprised at the amount of small fish 

that have survived. 

 

This season is going to be a bit exciting with all the new water that the floods have created especially the Motueka. It 

will be like going to a completely new river. 

 

The floods have flushed out a huge amount of sand which now is laying across farm paddocks that has been building 

up over quite a few years and created some really great rocky runs. On some days there have been good mayfly 

hatches appearing at around 2 pm so that tells us that there is hope for the coming season. In the next few weeks the 

fishing should be starting to ramp up so get out there with little competition from others apart from Michael. 

 

September is looking like a really busy month for the club with our annual auction not to be missed. If you’re after 

some quality fishing gear at a reasonable price come along and dig deep into your pockets and support your club. 

 

We have two casting days planned, the first is at Saxton field behind Garin college and then another day down at the 

appleby river followed by a BBQ . A good chance to brush up on your casting skills and be rid of some of those bad 

habits and yes you know who you are not mentioning any names. 

  

On a sad note long time club member Ian Sowman passed recently. He attended our meetings regularly and always 

turned up on our special events like the dinner and BBQ. He will be certainly missed. 

 

Let’s make our club great again from your president Donald.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Buy & Sell  
 

 

1.  Rod 
 
For Sale Sage 6 wt 9ft 4 piece rod with spare tip and also with  BVK reel and  6 WF line . 
All in good condition . $850  
 

 
 

 
Contact Don Clementson on 0274376019 or clementsondon@gmail.com 

mailto:clementsondon@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Wading Boots 
 
Felt soled Wading boots, brand new, never been used. 
Ideal for, and legal for whitebaiting. Size 14 US,47 EU 
Price:  make me an offer 
 
 Contact Chris Clenshaw 0274377630 
 
3.  18ft (5.5 metre) Panga boat 
Ideal for lake or sea fishing. Centre consul, walk around, underfloor buoyancy so virtually 
unsinkable 
40 HP 2 stroke Yamaha outboard motor. Only 38hrs use from new. 
Also a Minn Kota electric motor for silent trolling or lake creeping. 
Lowrance fish finder/sounder. Purpose built trailer, spare wheel, road cover, trickle battery 
charger, plus many other extras 
$19,750 
Contact Chris 0274377630 
 
 

 
Chris’ Panga boat 

 
4. Sea fishing gear 
 
Large quantity of good quality sea fishing gear:  Rods, Reels all types of end tackle ,long 
line, nets,Soft baits lures etc.etc.  All priced to sell. 
 
Please Contact Chris at 0274377630 
 
 



 
 
 
5.  Simms Travel Bag 
 

  
 
Can accommodate at least two fishing rods. 
 
Offers to James Macdonald at c2skye@gmail.com or 540 3520 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Go to: https://www.flyfishingwithtony.com   

mailto:c2skye@gmail.com
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Originally published in New Zealand Outdoor, September 1956 
 



    
BLAST FROM THE PAST 

 

 
 

 

 
Jake, Ike, Rosie and Charlotte Mirfin.  Photo by Martin de Ruyter 

 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Originally published in NTFC Newsletter February 2009  



What’s luck got to do with fishing?         By Don Clementson 
 

On a number of occasions when out on the river I have been asked “had any luck” and my standard reply is there’s 

no luck involved it’s all skill. 

 

Over the years I have built up in my mind a library of events that will be with me for life. Some of these events 

vary from just minutes to a whole day. 

 

Two such events happened last year in the middle of the passion hopper period. A week before these events Tony 

was mentioning that trout can see insects before they hit the water and I haven’t ever witnessed this until last year. 

I was in the upper Motueka and spotted a nice fish right hard against the bank with willows slightly hanging over. 

He was moving and rising quite rapidly and it was a matter of luck that I would get the fly right in front of him so 

he could see it. Fish that are right on the surface only have a very small window so the fly needs to be almost on his 

nose. I waited for him to go back to his little pozzy and then a cast was delivered. Out went the hopper pattern and 

before it hit the water a big head came out to meet it mid-air and inhaled the fly. It all happened so quickly and I 

don’t know who got the biggest surprise me or the fish but I hooked it and landed a nice 5 lb jack. So I put it down 

to skill and not luck but others that were with me reckon it was luck so now they don’t get invited out anymore. 

 

The other similar event happened on a smaller stream at about the same time in the season. I spotted which I 

thought was a disturbance under a hanging willow on a very small bit of flat water about the size of a table hard 

against the bank. The surface was like a mirror so I couldn’t see the fish. I waited and watched for a bit then 

suddenly a very large head came out and took a hopper. It was an almost impossible bit of water to cast into with 

the willows overhead and dragging currents so going forward was it going to be luck or skill that would bag this 

fish. Well even to this day I and not sure if skill had anything to do with it. The first cast must have landed right on 

his head and I reckon he saw it coming through the air. No sooner it hit the water a big snout came out and inhaled 

the hopper and it was all on for a while. He took me up stream into every under-cut bank he could find. That 

meant I had to follow so here I am up out in the middle of the stream up to my chest chasing this fish that I didn’t 

know how big he was. Finally I got him down steam out away from the willows and it turned out to be a beautiful 

fat 7 lb jack. So I reckon it must have been skill with a little bit of luck added in. 

  

So that day in itself turned out to be one of those events with landing 8 big fish all on hoppers and I reckon I must 

have picked a lucky day or was it a skilful choice of the right day.  

 

The more days you get out the more skill you will develop so get off the couch and stack up those brownie points 

before the season starts. 

 

Didymodon your President. 

 

 

 



Don & the lucky brownie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
Photos by Didymo Don 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 Grant McDonald fishing the Rai for the first time Last Thursday (August 21). 
 

 
 

Photo submitted by Michael Stevenson  
 

  



 

 

Special Offer to Nelson TROUT Fishing Club  
10% off New Season 2025-26 Fishing Schools  

FLY FISHING WITH TONY 

 

If you want to give fly fishing a go, or feel the need to improve your existing 

skills these Learning Opportunities with Tony are designed to help you 

find new and better ways of approaching real-life fly fishing situations, and 

achieve greater self-reliance. The bonus is, there will also be plenty of 

chances to catch trout along the way. 

First Steps - The Basics of Fly Fishing 

There are two options this season for the popular introductory course First Steps - The Basics of 

Fly Fishing.  

 OPTION ONE is structured over two x 2-hour evening classes (7 - 9 pm, plus one x 2-hour 

morning fly casting session.  

Module One: Thursday 21st Aug: 7 - 9 pm (Nelson-Marlborough Fish & Game Rooms) 

Module Two (Flycasting): Sunday 24th August: 9 - 11 am (opp the Velodrome at Saxton Fields) 

Module 3: Tuesday 26th August: 7 - 9 pm (Nelson-Marlborough Fish & Game Rooms) 

 

OPTION TWO is structured over one day, at the Nelson-Marlborough Fish & Game Rooms, 66-

74 Champion Rd, Richmond, including a fly casting session at Champion Green, opposite the 

Velodrome at Saxton Fields. 

Session 1 - Equipment and how to Rig it. 

Session 2 - Introduction to Fly-Casting. 

Session 3 - Fly Fishing Strategy. 

Both courses are limited to eight participants ... cost to NTFC Members $135.00 pp. 

Follow these links for the full Winter - Summer Schedule of fun classes and fishing 

field trips for the upcoming 2025-26 trout fishing season. 

• 'First Steps' Course, 3 modules ... starts Thurs, Aug 21st 7- 9pm - NTFC $135.00 pp 

• 'First Steps' Full-Day Course ... Sunday 5th October - NTFC $135.00 pp 

• On-River 'River Skills' Day Courses ... 4 options - NTFC $256.00 pp 

https://www.flyfishingwithtony.com/learnings
https://www.flyfishingwithtony.com/learnings?category=11792f34-47f2-4deb-b4f1-c13160c2b6e5
https://d.docs.live.net/9fc1bf42ed17e953/Desktop/www.flyfishingwithtony.com/service-page/first-steps-the-basics-of-fly-fishing-1?category=11792f34-47f2-4deb-b4f1-c13160c2b6e5&referral=service_list_widget
http://www.flyfishingwithtony.com/service-page/first-steps-the-basics-of-fly-fishing-2?category=11792f34-47f2-4deb-b4f1-c13160c2b6e5&referral=service_list_widget
https://d.docs.live.net/9fc1bf42ed17e953/Desktop/www.flyfishingwithtony.com/learnings?utm_campaign=bcb1c492-9f3c-4be2-9f22-37b604f6233d&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail&cid=20116e21-ae41-44f6-8f64-ff7825d0aded
http://www.flyfishingwithtony.com/service-page/first-steps-the-basics-of-fly-fishing-1?category=11792f34-47f2-4deb-b4f1-c13160c2b6e5&referral=service_list_widget
http://www.flyfishingwithtony.com/service-page/first-steps-the-basics-of-fly-fishing-2?category=11792f34-47f2-4deb-b4f1-c13160c2b6e5&referral=service_list_widget
http://www.flyfishingwithtony.com/learnings?category=60a99435-a419-47c7-b372-525572b810c1


• Three-Day Fishing Field Trips ... 2 options - NTFC $810.00 pp 

• Fly Casting Lessons - NTFC $135.00 per sessionp 

• Personalised Mentoring - NTFC from $720.00 pp 

 

Email: tony@flyfishingwithtony.com 

Phone: 027 473 2483 

 

 
 

www.flyfishingwithtony.com 
 
  

BOOK 

NOW 

https://www.flyfishingwithtony.com/learnings?category=91209ca1-869d-4bd0-b80b-9b058ed9fd40
http://www.flyfishingwithtony.com/service-page/fly-casting-tuition?category=209a7077-be4a-4737-8238-9877b68685cd&referral=service_list_widget
http://www.flyfishingwithtony.com/service-page/personal-fly-fishing-skill-development-course?category=209a7077-be4a-4737-8238-9877b68685cd&referral=service_list_widget
mailto:tony@flyfishingwithtony.com
https://d.docs.live.net/9fc1bf42ed17e953/Desktop/www.flyfishingwithtony.com
http://www.flyfishingwithtony.com/learnings
http://www.flyfishingwithtony.com/learnings


 

Annual Auction 

17 September, 7pm, Fish & Game Rooms, Richmond 

 
Dear Fishing Club Members, 
 
Each year our fishing club runs an auction night, where members bid on various fishing 
items that have been donated (or sold on behalf) by others.  Aside from being a fun night 
for all involved, the auction is a win-win-win for everyone: 

• members donating gear they no longer use get to clean out the garage (making 
room for the purchase of more fishing gear!); 

• members making purchases at the auction obtain equipment at very reasonable 
prices; and  

• the Fishing Club raises funds that are used to support future club events for 
members as well as fishing-related community events, such as the Youth Fishing 
Trust.  Last year, the auction raised over $1,300. 

First, we need the gear that you or your friends would like to donate to the auction, or 
alternatively, sell on behalf, in which 15% of the sale value goes to the Fishing Club.  Items 
for auction are to be limited to freshwater trout fishing. 
 

Please give a list of the items you wish to donate or have sold-on-behalf to 

the auction coordinator, Cameron Reid (camnvic@xtra.co.nz), no later 

than 10 September - no late entries. 
 

Give Cameron a full description of what you are selling (name the item, the brand, the 
size, as much detail as you can); and say whether you are donating the item or selling on 
behalf (15% to the Club).. Then arrange to drop things off to Cameron in Stoke (021 822 
749, camnvic@xtra.co.nz); or Don Clementson in Richmond (027 437 
6019, clementsondon@gmail.com); or Paul Taylor in Nelson (021 045 
7545, ptaylor05@gmail.com).   
 
If you know of any non-members who have fishing gear to donate or sell, we will accept 
their items on the same conditions. 
 
Let's all contribute to a fun and successful auction again this year! 
 
The NTFC Committee. 
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Photos supplied by Didymo Don 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

  

  

  
 Photos by Gebhard Krewitt 

 
Annette Walker and Jacob Lucas spoke to us at the August Club meeting.  Annette discussed her 
recent book (Up the Lake: the story of Rotoiti, available from Page and Blackmore – see 
https://shop.pageandblackmore.co.nz/p/up-the-lake ).   Jacob discussed the state of our rivers 
after the floods.  Also Neil Anderson discussed the Club’s library and President Don advertised the 
upcoming Auction, which will include products from a local distillery. 

 
 
 

https://shop.pageandblackmore.co.nz/p/up-the-lake


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Request 
 
Your editor is seeking people who are willing to put together a short article on their fishing life; 
just one page plus photos. 
 
Those who are interested please contact James at C2skye@gmail.com 
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