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A HANDY GUIDE

LAKE KOHATA
LOCATED ADJACENT TO LAKE WIRITOA, THIS SECLUDED LAKE ALSO
SUPPORTS A FISHERY FOR GOOD-SIZED PERCH. TO ACCESS THE LAKE, PARK
AT LAKE WIRITOA IN THE VICINITY OF THE LAST HOUSES ALONG THE
NORTHERN SHORELINE AND CROSS THE FENCE USING THE STYLE BESIDE
THE LAKE KOHATA SIGN. A 10-MINUTE WALK ALONG THE FENCE LINE WILL
BRING YOU TO THE LAKE, WITH THE EASIEST ACCESS EXISTING ALONG THE
LOW-LYING EASTERN SHORELINE. ANGLERS CAN WALK RIGHT ROUND THE
LAKE, BUT MUST STAY WITHIN THE RESERVE BOUNDARY, LOCATED 20
METRES FROM THE WATER’S EDGE. BAIT FISHING OR SPINNING WITH
COLOURFUL LURES AND SOFT BAITS IS WORTHWHILE HERE. IN RECENT
YEARS THE INVASIVE WEED HORNWORT HAS PROLIFERATED IN THE LAKE
AND CAN INTERFERE WITH ANGLING AT TIMES.

COASTAL DUNE LAKES
MANY OF THE COASTAL DUNE LAKES LOCATED BETWEEN HAWERA AND
WHANGANUI (E.G. NOWELL’S LAKES) HOLD PERCH. SOME OF THESE LAKES
GO INTO ALGAL BLOOM AT TIMES, BUT AT OTHER TIMES HAVE GOOD WATER
CLARITY AND CAN BE WORTH A VISIT. MOST LAKES ARE ACCESSED VIA
PRIVATE LAND, AND LANDOWNER PERMISSION MUST BE OBTAINED.

CHECK YOUR LOCAL REGULATIONS
TO FAMILIARISE YOURSELF WITH LOCAL FISHING REGULATIONS,
PURCHASE A LICENSE, AND VIEW MORE SPOTS TO CAST A LINE, VISIT
THE FISH AND GAME WEBSITE (WWW.FISHANDGAME.ORG.NZ).

ALTERNATIVELY YOU CAN CALL FISH AND GAME TARANAKI DIRECTLY
ON 06 757 9676 WITH ANY QUESTIONS OR QUERIES YOU MAY HAVE.

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW WITH YOUR PHONE
TO VISIT FISH AND GAMES WEBSITE, WHERE
YOU CAN LEARN HOW TO PROPERLY PREPARE
ANY FISH CAUGHT. HERE YOU CAN ALSO TAKE
YOUR PICK FROM SOME EASY, TASTY RECIPES
FOR FRESHWATER FISH IN NEW ZEALAND.



LAKE ROTOMANU
LAKE ROTOMANU HAS A PRODUCTIVE  URBAN PERCH FISHERY OFFERING
A GREAT EXPERIENCE FOR LOCAL ANGLERS. THE LAKE HAS EXCELLENT
ACCESS AROUND ITS WHOLE MARGIN, WITH A JETTY AND TWO
DEDICATED CASTING PLATFORMS MAKING A GREAT SPOT FOR A FAMILY
FISHING ADVENTURE. COLOURFUL SOFT BAITS AND SPINNERS
CONSISTENTLY PROVE THEIR WORTH HERE.

LAKE NGANGANA (WAITARA)
LOCATED NEXT TO THE TARANAKI KART CLUB TRACK AT THE END OF JOLL
STREET, WAITARA, THIS 4-HECTARE LAKE HOLDS A GOOD POPULATION OF
PERCH. THERE IS A WALKING TRACK ALONG THE ADJACENT WAITARA
RIVERBANK THAT GIVES ACCESS TO SOME SUITABLE FISHING SITES,
ALTHOUGH THE GRASSED AREA AT THE NORTHERN END OF THE LAKE
PROVIDES EASIEST ACCESS. TURN EAST INTO PRINCESS STREET OFF SH3
JUST NORTH OF THE WAITARA RIVER BRIDGE AND TAKE THE FIRST RIGHT
INTO JOLL STREET. THE LAKE MARGINS HAVE LARGE AMOUNTS OF
OVERHANGING VEGETATION THAT PERCH INHABIT, FOCUSING ON
DIRECTING CASTS TOWARDS THESE AREAS MAY HELP TO GRAB THEIR
ATTENTION.

LAKE RATAPIKO
LOCATED JUST 12KM FROM INGLEWOOD AND 9KM DOWN TARIKI ROAD,
LAKE RATAPIKO IS A LARGE AND SHALLOW HYDRO LAKE COVERING
ALMOST 27 HECTARES. THERE IS GREAT ACCESS FOR FISHING ALONG
RATAPIKO ROAD, WHERE ANGLERS CAN TARGET PERCH AS WELL AS
BROWN AND RAINBOW TROUT. ANGLERS WILL FIND SUCCESS USING
SPINNERS AND SOFT BAITS WITH FAST RETRIEVALS TO KEEP LURES ABOVE
WEED LINES. NOTE: THE LAKE IS CLOSED TO FISHING FOR THE MONTH OF
MAY EACH YEAR FOR DUCK HUNTING. 

LAKE ROTOKARE
SURROUNDED BY A BEAUTIFUL PEST-FREE NATURE RESERVE MANAGED BY
THE ROTOKARE SCENIC RESERVE TRUST, LAKE ROTOKARE HOLDS SOME
LARGE (1.5KG+) PERCH. THERE IS EXCELLENT FISHING ACCESS ALONG THE
GRASSY MARGINS NEAR THE BOAT RAMP, AND A WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE
PONTOON SITUATED ALONG THE PUBLIC WALKWAY. BETWEEN DECEMBER
AND APRIL, POWERED WATERCRAFT ARE ALLOWED ON THE LAKE WHILE
NON-POWERED CRAFT SUCH AS KAYAKS ARE WELCOME YEAR-ROUND,
JUST BE SURE TO CHECK-CLEAN-DRY ANY WATERCRAFT AND EQUIPMENT
BEFORE YOU BRING IT TO THE LAKE. KAYAK FISHING FOR PERCH HAS
PROVEN TO BE A SUCCESSFUL PURSUIT AT LAKE ROTOKARE, ENABLING
ANGLERS TO STEALTHILY CAST ONTO WEED LINES AND DEEPER AREAS
INACCESSIBLE FROM LAND. NOTE: PLEASE LEAVE ALL PETS AT HOME IF
YOU ARE PLANNING A VISIT. ANGLERS ARE REMINDED THAT EEL FISHING IS
NOT ALLOWED HERE. 

REDFIN PERCH (PERCA FLUVIATILIS)
ALTHOUGH OFTEN OVERLOOKED, TARGETING PERCH CAN BE AN EXCITING AND
REWARDING EXPERIENCE FOR ANGLERS OF ANY SKILL LEVEL. THE TARANAKI
REGION POSSESSES SEVERAL EXCELLENT PERCH FISHERIES SO HERE ARE  SOME KEY
TIPS & TRICKS TO TARGETING THEM, ALONGSIDE LOCATIONS WHERE THEY CAN BE
FOUND - TAKE YOUR PICK, PLAN A TRIP, AND GET OUT THERE!

HOW DO I TARGET PERCH?
ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR METHODS FOR CATCHING PERCH IN TARANAKI IS BY
USING SOFT BAITS. A VARIETY OF COLOURS AND SIZES WILL WORK, BUT AS A
STANDARD, A 7CM PADDLE TAIL WITH BRIGHTER COLOURS (YELLOW, ORANGE, PINK)
IS A GREAT STARTING POINT. SPINNERS WILL ALSO WORK WELL - COLOURFUL,
REFLECTIVE MEPPS AND VELTEC SPINNERS HAVE PROVEN THEIR WORTH,
ALONGSIDE TASMANIAN DEVILS AND TOBYS WHICH CAN ELICIT AGGRESSIVE TAKES
BY PERCH OF ALL SIZES. PERCH WILL ALSO READILY ATTACK A BAIT (I.E. WORM OR
PRAWN) FISHED FROM THE BOTTOM OR SUSPENDED UNDER A FLOAT WITH A METER
OR SO OF TRACE. IN TERMS OF FLY FISHING, A WIDE RANGE OF LURES WILL WORK,
WITH POPULAR EXAMPLES INCLUDING MRS SIMPSON AND WOOLLY BUGGER
PATTERNS. 

CAN YOU EAT THEM?
YES! PERCH ARE REGARDED AS AN EXCELLENT EATING FISH, THEY POSSESS A FIRM,
TASTY WHITE FILLET SIMILAR TO SNAPPER THAT CAN BE PREPARED IN A VARIETY OF
WAYS SUCH AS BAKING, GRILLING, DEEP OR PAN FRYING. THE FILLETS ALSO FREEZE
QUITE WELL.

WHERE CAN I FIND THEM?
PERCH PREFER AREAS OF SLOWER MOVING AND STILL WATER HIDING AMONGST
STRUCTURES, SUCH AS WEEDED EDGES, OVERHANGING VEGETATION, AND PIERS.  
JUVENILE PERCH WILL OFTEN SCHOOL AND FEED TOGETHER MEANING IF YOU
CATCH ONE IN A PARTICULAR SPOT, THERE ARE LIKELY TO BE MORE. ADULT PERCH
BECOME MORE SOLIDARY IN THEIR BEHAVIOUR AND FEEDING HABITS.  

TARGETING PERCH WITHIN STILL WATER FISHERIES IS OFTEN A GOOD COMPROMISE
WHEN RIVER FLOWS ARE TOO HIGH TO ENABLE FISHING. 

LAKE ROTORANGI
LAKE ROTORANGI IS THE LARGEST LAKE IN THE TARANAKI
REGION, FORMED IN 1984 BY THE DAMMING OF THE LOWER
PATEA RIVER. IT IS ALMOST 46 KILOMETRES IN LENGTH AND
RUNS THROUGH BEAUTIFUL HILL COUNTRY. PUBLIC ACCESS TO
THE UPPER REACHES IS VIA ANDERSON/RAWHITIROA ROAD AT
ELTHAM, WHICH WINDS 24 KILOMETRES TO A GOOD BOAT
RAMP AT GLEN NUI. THE MIDDLE REACHES OF THE LAKE ARE
ACCESSED VIA TAWHITI, ARARATA AND TANGAHOE VALLEY
ROADS, WHICH TAKE YOU TO THE PUKEKINO LANDING WATER
SKI AREA. THE LOWER REACHES CAN BE ACCESSED VIA UPPER
BALL ROAD OFF STATE HIGHWAY 3, SOUTH OF HAWERA.
EACH OF THESE ACCESS POINTS LEAD TO LARGE AREAS OF
OPEN SHORELINE WHERE PERCH CAN BE TARGETED. CASTING
SOFT BAITS, SPINNERS, AND BAIT FISHING FROM BOATS AND
KAYAKS WILL PROVIDE GREAT RESULTS, ESPECIALLY WHEN
FISHING NEAR OVERGROWN OR WEEDY SHORELINES ONLY
FISHABLE FROM THE WATER, OR JIGGING IN DEEPER WATER.

LOWER PATEA RIVER 
THE LOWER PATEA RIVER IS LESS WELL KNOWN, BUT IS A GREAT LOCATION TO
TARGET LARGE PERCH WITH SOFT BAITS AND SPINNERS. ACCESS TO THE LOWER
PATEA IS VIA MABEN ROAD, WHICH CONNECTS TO BALL ROAD, OFF STATE
HIGHWAY 3. THE MCCOLL’S HAVE KINDLY PERMITTED ANGLERS TO CROSS
PRIVATE LAND FROM MABEN ROAD TO ACCESS THE RIVER - BUT PLEASE
RESPECT THE FACT THAT THIS IS PRIVATE PROPERTY AND A FUNCTIONING
FARM. DO NOT PARK IN GATEWAYS AND STRICTLY NO DOGS.

LAKE WIRITOA
LAKE WIRITOA IS A 5-HECTARE COASTAL DUNE LAKE LOCATED 5 MINUTES
SOUTH OF WHANGANUI THAT OFFERS EASY ACCESS TO SOME GREAT PERCH
FISHING. ACCESSED FROM KAITOKE ROAD, FAMILY-FRIENDLY FISHING SPOTS
INCLUDE THE LAKE EDGE AT THE SKI CLUBROOMS (WHERE YOU FIRST ARRIVE AT
THE LAKE) OR AT SCOUTLAND’S BEACH (AT THE END OF THE TAR-SEALED ROAD
AROUND THE LAKE). BAIT FISHING WITH BUBBLE FLOATS AND WORMS, OR SPIN
FISHING USING COLOURFUL VELTEC, MEPPS, OR SOFT BAITS IS RECOMMENDED.
A RAMP IS AVAILABLE FOR BOAT LAUNCHING, ALTHOUGH IT IS GENERALLY BEST
TO AVOID PEAK TIMES AS JET AND WATER SKI ENTHUSIASTS ALSO USE THE
LAKE. 


